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May 22, 2020
Hi Everyone:
As we begin Memorial Day Weekend, I hope the sunny sky, warm weather, and beautiful
flags waving in the gentle breeze provide some lift to your spirits. Get outside, even if to
just sit in the sun and soak up some vitamin D. While the facemasks and social distancing
make it hard to gather as we have in years past, I hope you make the best of this holiday
weekend.
There are loads of things to catch up on, and if you don't see what you need below, please
check out the website at www.HinsdaleMass.com. If you can't find what you are looking for,
try using the search box. If that fails, email or call me and I will try to help get you what you
need.
Enjoy your weekend, and stay well,
Bob

Governor Begins Phased Reopening of the State
Governor Baker and others have been working and putting out information guiding the
Phased Reopening of the State. Offices may reopen this coming week but will do so at a
reduced capacity. Because Hinsdale has people working and volunteering at a variety of
different hours, day and night, we see no evident problem keeping to the capacity
guidelines and being able to maintain adequate social distancing. To read the State's
guidelines, please see https://www.mass.gov/covid19-updates.

Reopening of Town Hall
The Town Hall will reopen on Tuesday, May 26. We expect this to be a gradual process,
with bumps in the road ahead. We ask for your ongoing cooperation as we transition to the
"new normal," and thank you in advance for your continuing patience with the staff and
each other as we work through it all.
When visiting the Town Hall:
Please wear a facemask or face-covering.
Please use a hand-sanitizer in the entry vestibules.
Please try to remain at least six feet apart from our staff to the greatest extent
possible, and do that same with other residents. We suggest standing in the office
doorway to conduct business, and if we need to exchange paperwork and
signatures, be patient as we do so.
Some staff in offices with an operable window into the hallway may work through a
window -- please respect their wishes and personal health and safety concerns.
Some Offices may not be staffed fully, or that staff may still be working from home
for valid reasons. So, when possible, call or email the department or individual you
need to assist you and schedule a meeting time.
You may address any questions or concerns you have to the specific department via email
addresses found in the directory at https://www.hinsdalemass.com/directory. If you are
unsure where to direct your concern, forward it to me (413-655-2300, x355 or
town.administrator@hinsdalema.gov), and I will get it to the appropriate staff member or
committee.
The Town has additional information on the www.hinsdalemass.com website, under the
COVID19 Tab located at the top of the homepage. Please go there to view Hinsdale's
COVID-19 Control Plan (https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?
uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:eb700dea-d126-44db-a88d-8fddd9c9841a)

Meetings
While we are moving toward public meetings again in the next few weeks, we are leaving it
to the Committee Chairs to determine when and how they plan to meet. Please check the
website or with the Committee Chair if you have questions or concerns. Again, Bob or
Lynne (Administrative Assistant Lynne Baumgartner at 413-655-2300, x345 or
select.board@hinsdalema.gov) can help if you are having trouble making contact.
The Select Board and some committees have held hybrid meetings with some folks
present in the Town Hall and others listening in via teleconference. We expect some of this
to continue as we work to accommodate a variety of needs and concerns during the
pandemic.

Town Hall Drop-Box
We have installed a physical "drop-box" at the Town Hall for your convenience. The dropbox is located on the driveway side entrance from the Town Hall's second floor (at the back
of the building). We check for items in the box each business day, and many people are
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dropping off materials after hours. We will continue to use the drop-box as a convenience
to all residents trying to get info into the proper hands but are unable to do so when the
particular office or building is closed.
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Annual Town Meeting
At this time, the Annual Town Meeting will take place on June 24, 2020, in the Kittredge
School Gym at 7:00 p.m. If, for some reason, that changes, we will post the information on
the Town Website.

Annual Town Election
The Annual Town Election will take place on Saturday, June 27, 2020, from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. at Town Hall 39 South Street.
The last day to register to vote on the Warrant at the Annual Town Meeting is June
4, 2020.
The last day to register to vote in the Town Election is June 17, 2020.
Voter Registration Forms, Absentee Applications, and Early Voting Applications are
available online at hinsdalemass.com.
For the safety of election workers, we urge voters to vote by mail.
If you have questions or concerns about voter registration, contact the Town Clerk's Office
at 413-655-2300, x301.

Further information about the Annual Town Meeting, Election, and Old Dalton Road
Reconstruction will be coming in early June.
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