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SELECT BOARD MINUTES / February 27, 2019 at 7pm 
Community Room                                                posted 9:09am 3/29/2019 

  

7pm – Rich opened the meeting. Noted we will be recording the meeting, asked if anyone else was 

recording the meeting. No one was. Asked if everyone could turn off phones. Everyone recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

  

Vivian made a motion to approve the minutes from February 21, Rich seconded the motion, both said 

Aye. 

  

Communications & Reports from Department Heads, Boards and Chairs 

Town Administrator updates – Bob Graves said he has been working on the budget to prepare for the 

March 9th joint meeting with the Finance Committee and Select Board. He noted that he posted the 

Transportation bid and Town-wide Mowing bid on the website 

  

Tom Callahan from the Wahconah Regional High School New Building Project Committee and 

members were present to answer questions on the proposed new high school. Tom opened with 

remarks and Jan Hubler gave a brief overview. Bonnie DiTomaso spoke next about the student 

enrollment trends; Rich Peters spoke about the changing needs of education. Vote is going to be on a 

Saturday, April 6. Need 51% + 1 vote to be approved. There is a ninety-day window to revote if it 

doesn’t pass the first time. If second vote fails, district would lose the state funding, and have to pay 

$45 million out of taxpayers’ funding for a remodel of the existing building. It would cost less for the 

taxpayers out of pocket for a new school with the funding. 

  

Chief Rathbun introduced Daniel Slater and asked the board to appoint him as part-time police officer. 

Viv made a motion to appoint Daniel and Rich said he knew him personally and seconded the motion. 

All in favor, Aye. Congratulations to Dan! 

  

Chief Rathbun asked that the board approve sending Elizabeth Zipp to the Police Academy full time 

starting in June. She is going on her own, as there are not enough funds in the town budget. Viv made a 

motion to appoint Elizabeth Zipp as a provisional full-time officer. Rich seconded the motion, all said 

Aye. 

  

The ad for the new DPW Supervisor will be posted in the local newspaper, and iBerkshires website for 

three weeks starting Friday, March 1. We will be looking for 3 to 5 volunteers for the Search Committee, 

besides Larry Turner, Susan Rathbun, Jim Fox and Bob Graves, chairman. Letters should be sent to 

the select.board@hinsdalema.gov before March 11 for anyone interested in serving on the Search 

Committee. The Select Board will announce the full slate on the March 13th Select Board meeting. 

  

Viv made a motion to appoint David Kokindo as the Hinsdale TIPS (Transportation Improvement 

Program) representative in association with Berkshire Regional Planning Commission. Rich seconds the 

motion, all say Aye. Viv thanks Dave for volunteering. Dave asks that at the next meeting, if he can be 

appointed as a “special employee” since he will be serving two boards. 
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Public Comment – Jim Sullivan noted that the roads are. Dig safe was approved for funding on 

Middlefield Road in the spring. Gate valve funds have been put aside for the road stabilization fund. 

Viv made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:26 p.m. Rich seconded the motion and both vote aye. 

 
 


