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SELECT BOARD MINUTES / April 10, 2019 at 7pm 
Community Room, Town Hall, 39 South St, Hinsdale MA posted 2pm 5/9/2019 

 

7:00 p.m. Rich opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. He asked to please turn off phones. 

He asked if anyone else was recording the meeting; then stated the meeting was being recorded. 

Rich asked Viv if she had a chance to read and approve the minutes of that last meeting. Viv made a 

motion to approve the meeting minutes from March 27, 2019, Rich seconded it, both said Aye. 

Shaun Galliher mentioned that there is a Finance Meeting again this Thursday night to work on annual 

budget. 

Bob Graves mentioned the budget review progress. He met with engineers on transfer station capping. 

They are being very cooperative of looking at ways to reduce the costs. There were three in-person 

interviews for the DPW supervisor position. The next step is for the Select Board to decide on the 

candidate. Drafting up the Town Warrant, must be proofread before presenting to the legal team. 

Annual Town Meeting will by May 15 at Kittredge School. Engineering preliminary studies suggest a 

traffic study is needed on Old Dalton Road. Bob & Ray met with a D.O.T. representative to discuss 

major construction for a culvert on that intermittent waterway. The Hazard Mitigation Plan has been 

sent to FEMA for approval. After finalization, it goes to MEMA, still out for public comment at this point. 

Ipswich Pharmaceutical’s Joe McCarthy was here today talking about bringing in equipment for 

planting beginning of May. 

New Business 

Esther Balardini from Eversource presented a petition that was approved by the Town of Dalton; as 

follows: Requesting permission to install two solely owned poles (P#19/43, P#19/44) along Robinson 

Road, Hinsdale MA.  Pole 19/43 will be located approximately one hundred eighty-five (185) feet 

northwesterly from existing pole #19/42 toward the Dalton town line. These new poles will have one 

hundred eighty-five (185) foot spans of overhead primary cable followed by five hundred three (503) 

feet of underground primary cable from pole #19/44 to the town line. Eversource proposes installing a 

concrete handhole two hundred forty (240) feet northwesterly from pole #19/44. The houses at the 

end, last portion of Grange Hall Road customers are fed from a different circuit and they faulted 

numerous times. The cable is faulty and needs to be a loop circuit so that will can back feed the 

Hinsdale portion if needed, providing more reliability to the customers at the end of Grange Hall Road. 

She presented a print before the board to review and left it to be on record. Vivian made a motion to 

accept the plan to install additional poles on Robinson Road, Rich seconded the motion, all in favor, 

Aye. 

Greg Hanson came up before the board. He started his business of snow removal & lawn care in 

Pittsfield. He lives at 30 Verge Road, where he parks his pickup truck with plow, lawnmower and trailer. 

He asked the board for a new business certificate. Viv made a motion to grant a business certificate to 

Hanson’s Property Maintenance, Rich seconded the motion, all said Aye. The board wished him luck. 

We opened two bids at the last meeting, and the turned them over to the town administrator to make 

sure they met our criteria. Viv made a motion to accept the Dufour transportation bid for vocational 

school at the rate of Hinsdale to and from McCann Technical $187.58 per day; from Hinsdale to and 

from Smith Vocational $200.12 per day. Rich seconded that motion, all in favor, Aye. 

Viv noted that Gary Daniels’ bid for lawn care was for a total of $21,030. She made a motion to accept 

the bid, Rich seconded, all said Aye. Bob said there was one issue with his paperwork where he didn’t 



include mowing around the Bissell Monument. It is only three mowings, so it is something he agreed 

to.  

Vivian made a motion to accept the Mission and Vision plan, and dedicate it to Laurel Scialabba. Rich 

made a motion, all in favor, Aye. Second is to propose to dedicate it to Laurel Scialabba.  Vivian read 

the proposed dedication as follows: 

This document is dedicated to Laurel Scialabba, Hinsdale’s former Select Board Chair, who passed 

away in June 2018. Reelected for a second 3-year term shortly before her death, Laurel loved and cared 

about the Town of Hinsdale.  She served as Conservation Commission Chair for eight of her twelve 

years on that committee.  She also served on the Finance Committee, Water & Sewer Commission, 

Cultural Council, and Mission & Vision Group.  Laurel was an ardent supporter of the Mission & Vision 

Committee’s work, wanting nothing more than to help Hinsdale thrive, and become a stronger and 

more caring community.  Laurel demonstrated that commitment to the town daily in her efforts on our 

behalf.  She is sorely missed. 

Dave Duquette came before the board asking for a business certificate for Duquette’s Excavation on 

Bullard’s Crossing. Viv make a motion to grant Dave a business certificate, Rich seconds the motion, all 

said Aye. 

Laura Galliher asks if the Select Board is going to question the school vote. Do you plan on pursuing 

steps due to the minimal percentage that the Wahconah School Building passed by? Four out of the 

seven towns voted against the new school project. 

Rich made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:32 p.m. Viv seconded, all said Aye. 

  

Respectfully submitted by Lynne Baumgartner 

 


