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SELECT BOARD MINUTES / January 23, 2019 at 7pm 
posted 8am 2/15/2019 

  
7:00 PM – Rich opened the meeting, welcomed everyone, asked to please silence phones, asked if anyone 
else was recording the meeting. No one was. Everyone stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
Rich asked Viv if she had a chance to review and approve the minutes from January 9, 2019 meeting. Viv 
made a motion to accept them, Rich seconded, all said aye. Rich asked if she had opportunity to review and 
approve the correspondence, and sign off on the warrants. She had, and made a motion to approve, Rich 
seconded, all said aye.  
 
Communications & Reports from Department Heads, Board and Chairs –none at this time 
    Town Administrator is on sick leave, will return on Monday, no updates at this time 
 
Old Business      None at this time 
 
New Business 

 Rich read Harvey Drosehn’s resignation from Select Board and BRTA that was sent to the Town Clerk. 
Harvey wanted to retire. Viv said we are all going to miss him; he had the town’s best interest at heart. 

 Reorganization of Select Board: Viv made a motion for Rich Kardasen to be chair, and Rich made a motion 
for Vivian to be co-chair, Viv seconded the motion, all said aye. All cleared with Legal, to be co-chairs. Rich 
made a motion for Vivian to be primary signer, Viv seconded that, all in favor, Aye. 

 Review Conflict of Interest Law and request Certificates of Completion from all public employees which 
includes people on all boards. There is an on-line website that you go to and proceed to complete a test 
and print the certificate of completion. Chief mentioned that it is every two years. 

 Approve new member to Lake Management Committee Paul McMahon, resident of Ashmere Lake, Rich 
knows him personally, Viv made a motion to approve, Rich seconded, all in favor, Aye. 

 Consider Ray Bolduc’s request to use town equipment at the July 2019 Block Dance which benefits the 
Fireman’s Association, the Police Dept. and Hinsdale Dayz Committee. Ray said the light towers and the 
generators would be of value. Ray asked if it would be okay when selling surplus items: blue truck, milling 
machine, small utility trailer, to use the Municipal website instead of the more costly newspaper ad. Rich 
made a motion to allow the use of town equipment for the July Block Dance. Viv amends motion to allow 
the use of light towers for Block Dance but would suggest getting approval from Legal. The second part of 
motion allows using Municibid and not using the newspaper for selling surplus. Viv made a motion, Rich 
seconded, all in favor Aye. 

 Discuss retaining wall on Route 8 by the town line and possible avenues for repair. At the end of the last 
Finance Committee meeting, there was discussion about the deterioration and safety concerns of the 1908 
retaining wall belonging to CSX (or the State). Has been suggested to go through District 1 for the State to 
lean on CSX. Dave Kokindo suggested he might have a couple of CSX names to contact. Rich makes 
motion to write to District 1 and ask for help in getting remedial work done. 

 Presentation of Mickey Mouse Bridge collage and history of drawing and artist. Trish George’s brother 
(Dickie Burke) did the original drawing. At the time, there was discussion if the “graffiti was okay to leave 
on the bridge.” Selectmen approved of drawing. Burke’s family member wrote to Disney and a nice letter 
was returned referencing the bridge. The collage will be hung up in the Community Room downstairs so 
the town members can enjoy it.   Select board to talk to DPW about keeping plow from scraping artwork at 
the bridge… 

 Viv suggested that it was time to switch supervision of the DPW from the Select Board to the Town 
Administrator. On a daily basis, Bob will track what is going on, field complaints, track budget. Select 
Board also wants okay for purchases over $500. Past Board member Laurel Scialabba gets credit as an 



extension of that; she tried to do this before she became ill. Jim Sullivan says there are no daily log sheets 
of the work in progress on a day-to-day basis. Says we should hire a superintendent who knows how to do 
the job. Ray Bolduc pointed out there is a daily work sheet completed by each DPW employee. 

 Shaun Galliher made a distinction between Town Manager and Town Administrator. The Administrator can 
make decisions on a supervisory perspective. Administrator is a presence to answer daily citizen questions 
and to provide supervision and answer questions for all the town departments. 

 Vote to authorize Snow and Ice Account spending over appropriated amount: This account will be depleted 
soon; it is the only budget you can overrun. The Select Board and Finance Committee both must vote to 
authorize the overrun. Jim Sullivan asked if it was going to be capped. We started with $80,000, and there 
is less than $4,000 in FY19 Snow & Ice account. Wages funds are left. Viv made motion to authorize 
overrun, Rich seconded, both in favor, aye. 

 Volunteer needed to represent the town on the Berkshire Regional Transit Advisory Board. Harvey 
attended all the meetings and was also vice-chair on the TIPS board at District 1 to move along road 
projects. Someone needed for that board as well. 

 Viv made a motion to accept the date, May 15 for the Annual Town Meeting and May 18 for the Annual 
Town Election, Rich seconded, all in favor, Aye 

Public Comment – Dave K. requests Open Law Meeting Rules in a PDF to all the board chairs and 
committee members. Viv says that will be included in conflict of interest email going out to all next week. 
Paul Brown asks if anyone has ever seen a Plow Route, do we have it, can it be posted on the website and 
bulletin board?  Select Board members said they would look into it. 
Lori Madison mentioned she lives on a dirt road by Ashmere Lake. Sometimes they never get plowed. She 
has to call dispatch to get some plowed or ask for sand. Betty Rood on George Schnopp Road, couldn’t 
make it safely to a wake. 
DPW superintendent takes the plow truck home to Goshen every day. Question was asked if plow could be 
removed so there would be less strain on the town’s truck. Rich said, he would follow up. 
No new business at this time 
Rich thanked everyone for coming and said the Select Board is trying to do its best to make the town a 
better place to drive, to live. Rich made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m. Vivian seconded the 
motion and both vote aye. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Lynne Baumgartner 
 


