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SELECT BOARD MINUTES / June 13, 2018 at 7pm 

Community Room of Hinsdale Town Hall                     posted at 2pm 7/10/2018 

Select Board present –Harvey Drosehn, Richard Kardasen 

Select Board absent - Laurel Scialabba 

Public & Board Members Present –Kathe Warden, Bob Graves, Louis Paris Sr., Stan Walczyk, Paula 

Walczyk, Ray Bolduc, Viv Mason, Dick Eastland, Dick Scialabba, Cathy Spinney, Jan Pantin, Kent 

Lew, Jim Huebner, Sue Lein, Rebecca Farley, Larry Turner, Shaun Galliher, Barry O’Keefe, Bill Pike, 

David Stuart 

Harvey Drosehn opened the meeting at 7pm. He said the meeting wasn’t being recorded due to 

the recorder being broken and asked if anyone was recording the meeting, no one was. He said 

Laurel Scialabba would not be attending due to illness. He asked everyone to recite the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Harvey said there would be a change in the agenda for tonight. New Business would be moved up 

and taken care of first tonight. Harvey said that tonight all public comments will be held till the 

Public Comment section of the meeting. He asked Rich if had reviewed the meeting minutes of 

March 29, 2018, April 5, 2018, May 1, 8, 9, 18, 21, 2018, Rich said he had, and made a motion to 

accept the meeting minutes, Harvey seconded the motion and all voted aye. 

Harvey asked if Rich had read the correspondence & warrants; Rich made a motion to accept the 

correspondence & warrants, Harvey seconded the motion all voted aye. 

New Business 

1. Discussion of Hinsdale Fire Dept. handling the Town of Washington emergency calls – Jim 

Huebner from the Town of Washington said that as of that afternoon the Town of Becket 

had agreed to continue emergency services to the Town of Washington. Jim thanked the 

Board for their time. He also asked that in the future the Hinsdale consider exploring 

shared services in other areas with the Town of Washington. Bob Graves said he would be 

the point person for all ideas. 

2. Review, discuss and vote on Cemetery Arch bids – Harvey read from the Hill Engineer letter 

that they recommended Champlain Masonry of Pittsfield for the job. Hill had checked their 

references and was told they did a good job. Harvey read the bid totals Champlain at 

$32,650.00, Allegrone at $40,000.00, Cenaxo at $57,397.00 and Nationwide at $89,800.00. 



Rich makes a motion to award the project to Champlain Masonry, Harvey seconds the 

motion and they all vote aye. 

3. Discussion about an Appalachian Trail liaison – Larry Turner had met with the Appalachian 

Trail Committee to discuss clearing down trees off of the woodland road for an easier 

access for Emergency vehicles. Larry was able to put this meeting together with the help of 

Bill Eulian who volunteers with the Appalachian Trail. In the discussion it came up that the 

town could have a liaison for both the Appalachian Trail group and the Federal Wildlife 

Management. Bob said a description for the position could be written up and advertised 

for a volunteer. Rich makes a motion to pursue creating a volunteer position as liaison for 

the Appalachian Trail. Harvey seconds the motion and all vote aye. 

4. Discussion for Select Board members for Commissioner of NBSWMD – Kathe Warden says 

every year the Select Board has to appoint someone has to be Commissioner for NBSWMD. 

Barry O’Keefe has been it in the past. Rich makes a motion to appoint Barry O’Keefe as 

Commissioner for NBSWMD, Harvey seconds the motion all vote aye. 

Communications & Reports from Department Heads, Boards, and Chairs 

Ray Bolduc – Dam update – The batter boards have been completed, fencing has been ordered, 

and gate will be put in position. Roach & Sons should be completed and out of the area by late 

next week. He wanted to remind everyone that this should have been done last fall but due to 

Engineering and State of Massachusetts dragging their feet, the project couldn’t be done till this 

spring.  

            Bob Graves – Town Administrator – Bob updated on the following projects 

• Interviews had started for Treasurer/Collector position and hoping that someone would be 

hired by July 1. 

• Working on wrapping up budgets for year end. 

• Working with BCRP on hazard mitigation. Have applied to the State for an extension and 

need to meet with the camps to get their emergency plans put in place. 

• Working on Open Space and Recreation, need to get an extension from the State for this to 

be able to complete the report. 

Old Business 

There was no old business to be discussed 

Any new business to come before the Select Board –    

Public Comments – 

• Sue Lein of Camp Emerson said she was disappointed that the businesses on Plunkett Lake 

weren’t directly notified of the work done at the dam and the draw down. If she had known 



it would take the lake so long to refill she would have made other business plans. Bob 

explained that the information had been on both the website and the monthly newsletter. 

Rich asked when camp would be open and Sue said June 23.   

• Viv Mason asks if the town is receiving the bi-weekly broadband reports. Bob said when he 

spoke with Peter Larkin, he had received no communication with Spectrum but Bob would 

call him again. Dick Eastland said that there has been 180 degree change on Net Neutrality. 

All western Mass channels will be gone from Spectrum and Berkshire county will get all 

information from NY stations. 

• Stan Walczyk of 303 South Shore Rd said in the fall he had met with Rene Senecal about 

snow plowing in the winter and where to put the snow. He said the plan that was discussed 

wasn’t followed. Larry Turner said there isn’t really enough room in the area but that there 

had been a discussion of removing trees down by the gate, if that was done the snow could 

be pushed down there. Bob said since there is tree work going on at the dam he will look 

into seeing if he can get the trees in that area taken down at the same time. 

• Louis Paris asked about his property on Main St. He said when he bought it, the zoning was 

commercial and now he said it is residential and he would like to know when it was 

changed. Harvey explains that the board can look into it. Rich makes a motion to continue 

this to another meeting. Harvey seconds the motion and all vote aye. 

• Viv Mason asks about the Mission/Vision group. Bob said everything is delayed and he 

needs to put together an open meeting.   

Meeting Adjournment – Rich makes a motion to adjourn at 7:44pm, Harvey seconds the motion, 

all vote aye.  

Respectfully submitted, Katherine Warden 

 


