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COUNCIL ON AGING MINUTES / February 6, 2017 

 

Cathy Spinney, acting chair, began the meeting at 12:28 PM in the town hall community room. 

Present: Judy Casey, Cathy Spinney, Jean Andrews by conference call, Jim Manning,  Marion 

Tinney, Ward Tinney, Elva Hughes, John Genzabella, and Janet Verge 

Absent:   Eva Gripaldi and Sheryl  Robins 

 

Secretary's report: The minutes of the Nov 7, 2016 meeting, presented by secretary Marion 

Tinney, were approved and accepted by all. 

Treasurer's report: Treasurer, Jim Manning, produced a document for each of our three 

accounts showing our income and expenditures. At this time the state grant account has a 

balance of $6,172.73. Expenses for the COA Health Fair totaling $903.42 were deducted from 

this account. The town account has a balance of $2530.34. Expenses for the senior Christmas 

luncheon totaled $1261.57 and was deducted from this account. The donation account has a 

balance of $8274. This report was approved and accepted by all. 

  

OLD BUSINESS 

Message from this months chair - A motion was made to have monthly meetings except for July 

and August and to alternate the meeting time between 12:30PM and 5:30 PM so people who 

work during the day will be able to attend the meetings. The motion was accepted by all. 

Review of Christmas Senior Dinner - It was mentioned that those who attended enjoyed the 

event. A suggestion was made that next year we be vigilant about elders who may need 

assistance getting to their seat. We should continue to help them to their seats as Jim did this 

year. 

Festival of Trees -  Members thought this event went well. It was mentioned that the COA needs 

a new tree for next year. Judy Casey donated a tree of hers. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

Town's new use of facilities Rules and Regulations - Cathy passed out a new document from the 

select board which included the rules to be followed by people who want to use town buildings. 

It also had an application form to be filled out by the people requesting to use the buildings. 

Discussion centered around the $50 charge to be paid before use of the building for cleaning 

and the $10 fee/2 hrs of use. Because there were so many questions, Jim made a motion that 

we invite the town administrator, Ryan, to the next meeting and put aside this topic until then. 

The motion was accepted by all.   

Senior travel - Rosanna Iacavelli will no longer be in charge of the COA trips since she has 

resigned from the COA. Therefore a new group was formed to plan and carry out the trips. The 

members of this group are Janet Verge, Jean Andrews, Cathy Spinney, and Elva Hughes. Janet 

agreed to be in charge and set their first planning meeting for Wednesday, Feb 15 at 1:00 at the 

Old Town Hall. 

Chair - Cathy will be the chair for the next meeting on March 13 at 12:30 PM. The following 

meeting will be April 3rd at 5:30 PM. 



Roundtable Discussion - 

            - Jean has set the 2017 Health Fair date to be on Tuesday Oct 3. She will be sending out a 

save the date card to the senior community in August. She will begin to contact vendors in May. 

            - Cathy went to meeting in North Adams about a grant to allow towns with vans to help 

towns without vans to get seniors to their medical appointments. She gave the info to the town 

administrator. She is also going to check with BRTA about costs of transporting seniors between 

towns. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:36 PM. Submitted by Marion Tinney 
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COUNCIL ON AGING MINUTES / March 13, 2017 

 

Cathy Spinney, acting chair, began the meeting at 12:31pm in the Town Hall community room. 

Present: Judy Casey, Cathy Spinney, Jean Andrews by conference call, Jim Manning,  Marion 

Tinney, Ward Tinney, Elva Hughes,  and Janet Verge 

Absent:   Eva Gripaldi, Sheryl  Robins and John Genzabella 

Guests present: Ryan Aylesworth,  Kathe Warden, Lois Murray, and Kim Wetherell 

 

Secretary's report: The minutes of the February 6, 2017 meeting, presented by 

secretary Marion Tinney, were approved and accepted by all. 

 

Treasurer's report: Treasurer Jim Manning produced a document for each of our three 

accounts showing our income and expenditures. At this time the state grant account 

expenditures are $3,624.42. Jim stated the FY17 State Grant Award of $5,190.00, which is 

an  increase over last year's award. The town account has a balance of $2513.73. The donation 

account has a balance of $8350. This report was approved and accepted by all. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Town administrator Ryan Ayelsworth: facilities rules and regulations - Ryan came before the 

board to answer any questions we may have regarding the new rules and regulations for use of 

the town buildings. He began by saying that for groups to use these spaces it costs money for 

heat, electricity and liability insurance  which would come out of taxpayer money. Therefore 

there is a fee of $10 per two hours of use, $25 for half a day and $50 for a whole day. He 

mentioned that the policy went into effect on February 1 and needs to be enforced. The fees 

can be paid weekly, monthly, quarterly or yearly. Lois asked what account this money would go 

into and Ryan said the general fund. 

When asked about the $50 clean up fee, Kathe Warden said that would be a charge for parties 

or events with a lot of food being served which may require additional cleaning. 

Marion represented the Hinsdale Knit and Crochet Group and asked whether non- profit 

groups would be charged to use the building. The knitting group meets every  week for 2 hours 

to use community-donated materials to create items for charity, such as: chemo caps, infant 

caps, and prayer shawls for BMC, military caps for "Boxes of Love," hat and mitten sets for the 

Festival of Trees collection for Hinsdale's needy kids. 

Kathe suggested we revisit the rules and regulations with a separate posted meeting with the 

select board in the near future. 

What COA expenses can be reimbursed - Judy asked if she could be reimbursed for items she 

purchased for the yoga instructor's birthday party. The cake, balloons and banner cost $52.40. 

Also, the money collected for yoga, $42 plus another $30 collected from participants was given 

to the yoga instructor for a birthday gift. At the time we did not have a reimbursement policy in 

place. 

Jim presented a form to be used in the future titled, "Hinsdale COA Expense Approval and 

Reimbursement." If purchases exceed $100  prior approval  from the board is needed. Any 



expense over $20 needs prior approval of the chair and treasurer. Motion was made, seconded 

and the policy for COA Expenses and reimbursement will go into effect immediately. 

The first vote by the board to reimburse Judy for the $54.40 was passed with 6 members 

approving and 1 opposed. The second vote to reimburse Judy for the $42 yoga funds (to be 

deposited in the donation account) was passed with 4 members approving, 1 abstaining and 2 

opposed. To be reimbursed for the $42, Judy will first pay the Town Treasurer indicating that 

amount was collected as receipts on February 20, 2017 and is to be deposited into the Donation 

Account. Once that has been done, Jim will reimburse her for the $42, as authorized by the COA 

vote. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Super Senior Party - The tentative date is Tuesday, May 16th at Ozzie's. Arrival will be 11:30 and 

a turkey dinner will be served at 12 noon. Judy will call Dave M for the music, Rachel for the 

cupcakes and will pick up balloons. Elva has already begun the decorations and name tags. She 

showed the members a sample of the table decorations. Marion agreed to make and send out 

the invitations and keep track of the number of attendees by a week before the event. 

Janet trips for the year - The travel committee has talked about 5 or 6 trips and will be meeting 

next week to finalize the selection. 

Roundtable discussion - Jim mentioned that Kathe Warden offered to help the COA. Jim 

suggested it would be helpful if she checked our phone messages, responded to them and 

relayed the message to the proper person. 

  

The meeting adjourned at 1:51pm. Submitted by Marion Tinney 
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COUNCIL ON AGING MINUTES / April 3, 2017 
 

Cathy Spinney, acting chair, began the meeting at 5:30pm in the Town Hall Community Room. 

Present: Judy Casey, Cathy Spinney, Jean Andrews, Jim Manning,  Marion Tinney, Ward Tinney, 

Elva Hughes, Sheryl Robins, John Genzabella   and Janet Verge 

Absent: Eva Gripaldi 

 

Secretary's report: The minutes of the March 13, 2017 meeting, presented by secretary 

Marion Tinney, were approved and accepted by all. 

 

Treasurer's report: Treasurer Jim Manning, produced a document for each of our three 

accounts showing our income and expenditures. This report was approved and accepted by all. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Super Senior Party - Jim reported the cost of the meal to be similar to last year, $11.95 per 

person plus tips for servers. The COA members will assist in plating and serving the meals. The 

COA will provide tablecloths and cupcakes and Ozzie's will provide all the dishes, coffee, tea and 

paper products. John offered to be master of ceremonies. Judy will purchase four gift frames 

for new seniors. Jean is mailing out the invitations Wednesday the 5th. Ozzie's needs the total 

number of participants by May 12. Marion will record the number of people attending. COA 

members will do follow-up calls to seniors who do not respond. 

Trips for the Year - Janet provided a list of trips for the year. Discussion followed about how to 

get the word out to the community. Janet and Cathy will submit the list for publishing on the 

town website, town Facebook page and town newsletter. Marion will send a copy to the 

Berkshire Eagle. Jim suggested Janet should see Vivian Mason regarding a company called 

ZipnSort to do a mailing to the senior citizens of Hinsdale. We give them a list of names and 

addresses and they print and mail. The COA would cover the cost of the mailing. 

Reimbursement - Discussion took place regarding  reimbursing Judy for money spent on a 

birthday party for John Wahl, yoga instructor. $42 was given to John as a gift and that was 

money generated by participants for the yoga class. The Town Accountant refused to reimburse 

this money because it violates a state law: town funds cannot be given as gifts. After much 

discussion the members voted in agreement with this decision because reimbursement of the 

$42 is in violation of the state laws. 9 were in favor, 1 abstained. 

The second related issue was in regards to the warrant of $52.40 to reimburse Judy for coffee, 

cake, banner, and balloons for the same party. Jim said he was told by the Town Administrator 

that this money would not be reimbursed either. The COA members did not understand why 

this part of the warrant was refused since all Hinsdale residents were openly invited to attend 

this public event. The membership voted to have Jim notify the Town Administrator and the 

Town Accountant to reconsider the warrant about reimbursing for the cost of cake and party 

supplies ($52.40) was passed with 8 in favor, 1 opposed and 1 abstaining. 

Facilities - The members were unclear about why our activity groups, such as knitting, quilting, 

yoga, and foot clinic, are being charged to use the town buildings since we are COA-sponsored 



groups and the COA is a town agency. The committee decided to have this issue placed on the 

Select Board agenda. Cathy will have this put on the agenda and will notify the members of the 

meeting date. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Berkshire Regional Planning Commission $49,000 Grant - Jim met with Kelly, the Director of 

the Dalton COA. This grant pays the transportation costs of residents to get to and from their 

medical appointments. Kelly said there will be funds available for Hinsdale residents on 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons. The money will be reimbursed to the Dalton COA 

for this transportation. 

When we know more of the details, Jean will send out a newsletter to alert the community to 

this offer.  

BRTA MiniBus - Cathy was concerned about what would happen to transportation for these 

residents when the grant runs out. She went to the Berkshire Regional Transit Authority and 

found out they offer a minibus for $3.50 one way. They need a 24-hour notice and an 

application to be filled out. They also provide people to travel with the residents if they are 

fearful of going alone. We can offer this as a follow-up when the grant runs out. 

Roundtable discussion - 

            - Jean wanted to know if the COA had noticed info posted for the "Matter of Balance 

class." No one had signed up. Yes, it was posted. 

            -Jim mentioned that Kathe Warden will be answering the COA phone calls. She will also 

listen to voicemail messages, keep a log, and make phone calls to COA members who need to 

respond to the calls. She is donating her time for this. 

            -Senior Center - What is the next step? The Select Board will be forming a committee to 

refocus on a plan for its useage and facility design. 

            -Next meeting- May 1 at 5:30pm at Jean Andrew's house. Cathy will be the chairperson. 

  

The meeting adjourned at 6:48pm. Submitted by Marion Tinney 
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COUNCIL ON AGING MINUTES / April 25, 2017 

 

Cathy Spinney, acting chair, began the meeting at 5:30pm in the Town Hall community room. 

Present: Judy Casey, Cathy Spinney, Jim Manning,  Marion Tinney, and Elva Hughes 

Absent:   Eva Gripaldi, Ward Tinney, John Genzabella, Sheryl Robins, Janet Verge, and Jean 

Andrews 

 

FACILITY CHARGE FOR YOGA 

Cathy calculated from past records that an average of 24 people attend yoga each week. If the 

fee for yoga went up from $2 to $3, it would almost cover the cost of the building use fee ($10) 

and the instructor's fee ($75). Any balanced owed regarding facility use will be taken out of the 

donation account at the end of the month. Cathy made a motion to raise the yoga fee from $2 

to $3 per participant per week. The motion was seconded and all were in favor. Judy stated that 

if groups are paying to use the building then it should be cleaned before use. The gym floor 

needs to be swept, stairs, entryway and bathroom cleaned. It was not cleaned for this week's 

yoga class. 

The person holding the classes needs to fill out an insurance form and hand it in to Kathe 

Warden. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

May 1, 2017 at the Town Hall Community Room at 12:30pm. 

  

The meeting adjourned at 5:50pm. Submitted by Marion Tinney 
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COUNCIL ON AGING MINUTES / June 5, 2017 

 

Cathy Spinney, acting chair, began the meeting at 5:35 PM in the select board meeting room, 

town hall. 

Present: Cathy Spinney, Jim Manning, Marion Tinney, Ward Tinney, Elva Hughes, Sheryl Robins, 

Jean Andrews, John Genzabella and Janet Verge 

Absent:  Eva Gripaldi, and Judy Casey 

  

Guests present: Dawn Schultz and Kathy Warden 

  

Secretary's report: The minutes of the May 1 meeting presented by secretary Marion Tinney 

were approved by Jim, seconded and accepted by all. 

 

Treasurer's report: Treasurer Jim Manning, produced a document for each of our three 

accounts showing our income and expenditures. Jim mentioned that in the future, the donation 

account may help fund senior transportation for medical reasons. Also, $1500 of the town 

account has been allotted for a part-time person to cover the COA office which the board is 

seeking. Marion made a motion to approve this report, Ward seconded it and all were in favor. 

OLD BUSINESS 

  

Council on Aging membership - At this time the board is in need of new members, a 

chairperson and treasurer. It was noted that non-Hinsdale residents may be on the COA board. 

Two guests who may have an interest in joining the board attended the meeting, Dawn Schultz 

and Kathe Warden. Kathe said she would be interested in taking on the treasurer's duties once 

she has been approved for membership on the board and if there are no conflicts of interest. 

At present the duties of the chair have been rotated. A discussion followed about the duties of 

the chair: put an agenda together and conduct the meeting. Since the board does not meet in 

July or August, the rotation of the chairperson is as follows for the next three meetings: 

Tuesday, September 5- John Genzabella - 5:30 - community room, town hall; Monday, October 2 

-Janet Verge - 5:30 - select board meeting room, town hall; Monday, Nov. 6 - Jean Andrews - 5:30 

- select board meeting room, town hall 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

Health Fair - The date is Tuesday, October 3. Jean said there will  be flu vaccine available on that 

date. Jim offered to continue helping with set up and break down of tables. Jean said she would 

like one or two members to shadow what she does to get the health fair together. She has a job 

list and contacts the vendors by email. There are about 24 vendors. Jean suggested that instead 

of having all the raffle drawings at the end of the fair it would be better to have the vendors 

provide raffle prizes and they could conduct the drawings throughout the day. She would also 

like to have the veteran's bus in a more visible location . 

  



Trips - Janet reported that the Tall Ships trip had enough people (51). The Saratoga trip was 

filling slowly. 13 signed up and she needs forty within a couple of weeks or she may have to 

cancel. The MacHayden trip to see "Spam-A-Lot" is August 20, 24 people signed up she has 41 

tickets for that trip. The Seafood Festival trip has 12 so far and she needs 40. Janet plans on 

handing out a 

questionnaire during the tall ships trip to get some feedback about future trips. 

  

Roundtable discussion - 

Yoga - Cathy stated that Rima Sala instructed her first class Monday. Everyone who came filled 

out an insurance waiver and paid the $3 without a problem. There were about 20 people 

attending. John made a motion to allow Rima to be the permanent yoga instructor and the 

board agreed unanimously. 

Farmers' market coupons - Jean mentioned that she has 20 books of coupons from Elder 

Services that can be used by seniors at the local farmers' markets. The criteria for recipients is 

to be low income, such as on fuel assistance or receiving food stamps. 

Sunrise to Sunset - An Alzheimers fitness program on June 21. Jean will send us a flier with the 

details. 

  

Schedule for the Blood Pressure Clinic - The third Monday of the month at 9:45 at the 

Community Center (Old Town Hall) -June 19, July 17, Aug 21. On June 19th there will also be 

cholesterol testing. 

COA Postings - Jean will have posted on the town website and Facebook page that the COA is in 

need off a part-time person to monitor the COA office for 3 months. She will give her phone as 

contact number for people who are interested. 413-446-2726. 

Transportation - Cathy Spinney asked Dawn if she would be interested in partnering with her to 

help get things moving for elderly transportation once she has been approved as a COA 

member and Dawn agreed. 

Reappointments to the COA Board - Kathe Warden told the board that a list of COA members 

who wished to be reappointed must be given to the Select Board by June 23. All who attended, 

except Jim Manning, wished to be reappointed to the board. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:41pm. Submitted by Marion Tinney 
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COUNCIL ON AGING MINUTES / September 18, 2017 

 

John Genzabella, acting chair, began the meeting at 5:31 in the town hall community room. 

Present: Janet Verge, Kathe Warden, John Genzabella, Jean Andrews, Elva Hughes, Judy Casey, 

Eve Gripaldi, Ward Tinney and Marion Tinney 

Absent: Dawn Schulze, Cathy Spinney, and Sheryl Robins 

 

Secretary’s Report: After a brief review of the June minutes, they were approved, seconded 

and accepted by the committee. 

Treasurer’s report: In absence of a treasurer, no report was given. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Health Fair – The date of Tuesday, October 3 at the firestation from 11AM to 2 PM has been 

arranged. Jean has acquired 26-28 vendors plus an audiologist, Ben Smith (elder law), and the 

veterans van for the event. 

            Breakfast items – Jean will purchase donuts. We will use the COA coffee pot, coffee and 

                                              sugar packets. 

            Lunch – Sandwiches will be ordered from the Hinsdale Trading Post. 

Marion will shop at BJ’s for coffee cups, snacks, small water bottles (100), half-n-half, Coke, Diet 

Coke, and Gingerale. 

Jean will get tablecloths and plates from Wohrles. 

            Advertising – Everyone took 2-3 scarecrows and 2 posters to place in designated spots 

                                      Jean will have the info for scarecrows laminated and placed in the COA 

                                      office for everyone to take and attach to their scarecrows. 

                                   Jean had info cards mailed to all the seniors in town. 

            Setup – Marion, Ward, Judy, Jean, Jim Manning and Tom will help set up and should 

                            arrive at 8:30 AM. 

             Take down – John, Elva and Tom will help take down around 1:45. 

            Decorations – Elva will bring items she has used before and the committee agreed that 

                                       she could spend $10 - $15 for some new items. 

            Raffle items – Judy will spend $200 to purchase  8  $25 gift certificates for the raffles. 

                                  Suggested places to purchase them were: Stop n Shop, Market 32, Aldi, 

                                   Home Goods, Penara, 99 Restaurant, and the Dalton Restaurant. 

             Other tasks – Eve and Janet will monitor the reception table, Judy will help the 

                                   audiologist, Lois will monitor the flu shots, Cathy will be at the Shine table, 

                                   Marion will roam. 

Other Business – 

COA Treasurer’s position –  Dawn Schulze mentioned at the June meeting that she would like 

the position. John made the motion for Dawn to become the COA treasurer, Ward seconded it, 

and all were in favor. Discussion centered around 

Part-time Position for the COA office –  Discussion centered around how many hours the 

person would work, their salary and duties. One way to break up the 20 hours and $1500 salary 



could be 8 hours a month at $15/hour. Possible duties could be: treasurer’s duties, mailings for 

activities, articles for the newspaper and web site, warrants, and phone calls. Kathe will check if 

the grant was applied for and money received for this position. This is a work in progress and 

was tabled until the next meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Knitting update- Marion reported that attendance at the meetings averaged 9 during July and 

August with the least being 4 and the most 12. The ages of the members spans 20 to 90 years. 

The COA members were able to view crocheted and knitted samples of lap blankets for 

wheelchair patients which will be donated to Craneville Place. Also, Marion purchased 4 large 

plastic tubs to store yarn at the old town hall.  Also discussed was the importance of keeping 

the senior activities on the days they are currently being held. If they were offered on the same 

day, people would not be able to attend as many activities. Having knitting and Yoga on the 

same day would not save much on heating because both areas are on different heating zones 

and both would need to be turned on for 2 hours each. 

Yoga Update – The weekly attendance has been between 13 and 19. 

Other  New Business – Janet tried to set up a trip to Proctors Theater, but because they 

required the entire amount up front, she felt that one month was not enough time to sell 

tickets. This trip is put off until after the first of the year. She also mentioned that the Tall Ships 

and the MacHayden trips were successful but the Saratoga and Seafood Festival trips had to be 

cancelled due to lack of interest. 

COA and residency – Some discussion occurred regarding whether a COA member must be a 

Hinsdale resident. There is no by-law stating one must be a Hinsdale resident. 

Next COA meeting -  October 16th 5:30 PM in the Town Hall Community Room 

                                      Janet Verge will be the chairperson. 

 

Meeting Adjourned – Ward gave the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:26 PM and Janet 

seconded the motion. 

 

Submitted by Marion Tinney 
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COUNCIL ON AGING MINUTES / October 16, 2017 

 

Janet Verge, acting chair, began the meeting at 5:30 in the town hall community room. 

Present: Janet Verge, John Genzabella, Jean Andrews, Elva Hughes, Sheryl Robins, Ward Tinney 

and Marion Tinney 

Absent: Dawn Schulze, Cathy Spinney, Eve Gripaldi, Kathy Warden and Judy Casey 

Secretary’s Report: A motion was made by John to approve the September 18, 2017 minutes. 

It was seconded by Ward and accepted by all present. 

Treasurer’s report: In absence of a treasurer, no report was given. 

  

OLD BUSINESS 

Health Fair – Jean presented a Health Fair Recap document based on responses from the 

vendors. The majority liked the hours of 11 to 2 (which we will keep), all want to be contacted 

for next year, all loved the lunch and overall it was deemed a successful event. Suggestions for 

next year were to include chair massage and to include the Hinsdale police. Marion knows 

Samantha Bruns who does massage for a living and has a massage couch. Also, we will put out 

the sandwich board with balloons and a scarecrow on the corner of maple and 

Route 8. 

COA Treasurer’s position –  Dawn Schulze is not interested in the treasurer’s position. At this 

time the committee is without a treasurer. John suggested adding the treasurer’s position to 

the part-time position. 

Part time Position for the COA office – Jean has a generic job description that she will email to 

us and we will go from there in developing our job description which will include the duties of 

the treasurer. Then we will post the position. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

Christmas Party – We originally agreed on Friday December 15th at the fire station from 11:30 -

2. Because the trailer park is having a dinner at Ozzie’s on the 14, the date needs to be changed. 

Date still to be determined. 

Jean will contact Larry Turner, Ozzie’s and the Scialabbas, and Richard Kardasan. 

Janet will invite the police chief. 

Marion will contact Dawn Frissell about the children’s chorus, make the posters, notify the 

newspaper, and keep track of people who respond. 

Sheryl will invite Harvey Drosehn. 

Judy will take care of children’s gifts and has a Christmas tree for us to decorate. 

Festival of Trees – Elva asked if this event is still going on. Hinsdale Dayz puts it on and the date 

is unknown at this time. 

Next COA meeting -  November 6th 5:30pm in the Town Hall Community Room 

                                      Jean will be the chairperson. 

Meeting Adjourned – John gave the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6pm and Ward seconded 

the motion. 

Submitted by Marion Tinney 
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COUNCIL ON AGING MINUTES / November 6, 

2017                                                 
posted on 2/25 at 10:45am 

 

Jean Andrews, acting chair, began the meeting at 5:30 in the Town Hall Community Room. 

Present: Janet Verge, John Genzabella, Jean Andrews, Elva Hughes, Sheryl Robins, Ward Tinney, 

Marion Tinney, Dawn Schulze, Cathy Spinney and Kathe Warden. 

Absent: Eve Gripaldi and Judy Casey 

 

Secretary’s Report: A motion was made by John to approve the October 16, 2017 minutes. It 

was seconded by Ward and accepted by all present. 

Treasurer’s report: In absence of a treasurer, Jean informed the group that the formula grant 

has been submitted in time. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Part time Position for the COA office – Jean provided a generic job description which was read 

at the meeting and discussion followed: 

•Who would this person report to? The group agreed he/she would report to the COA. 

•How many hours? What would be the pay for services? 8 hours per month at $14/hr. to start 

and this would be revisited at budget time. 

•Do we have a computer for use with this position? We have a laptop that just needs to be 

hooked up to the internet. 

•A CORI check must be done. 

•They need to know that the position could grow over the years. 

•The job description needs to be presented to the select board for approval. 

•Jean agreed to update the job description document and Marion will email it to Kathe for 

presentation to the select board. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Christmas Party – The party will be held at the fire station on December 8th from 11:30–1:30. 

Ozzie’s will cater the meal at a cost of $12/person. The meal will consist of: turkey, stuffing and 

gravy, mashed potatoes, glazed carrots, cranberry sauce and rolls. The COA will provide dessert 

and beverages (coffee, tea and water). Jean will check with the Dalton Bakery regarding cupcake 

prices. 

•Decorations – Elva brought a sample of the centerpieces. The decorating committee will meet 

on Wednesday, Nov. 15, at 3pm, at the community center (Old Town Hall) to make the 

centerpieces and discuss number of tablecloths to purchase and the tree trimming details. •All 

the COA members are invited to help at this meeting and bring a glue gun if you can. Elva’s son 

has donated a tree and Judy Casey has donated one also. 

•Advertisement - Marion handed out posters about the event to be placed around town. She 

has also written a press release to go to the Berkshire Eagle right away. 

•Janet will invite the police chief. 



•Cathy Spinney will ask Dawn Frissell about having her fifth grade class sing Christmas carols 

Festival of Trees – will be held on December 16 and 17. The decorations committee will discuss 

decorating a tree for this event at their meeting on Nov 15. 

  

Next COA meeting -  January, 2nd 5:30 PM in the Town Hall Community Room 

                                      Jean will be the chair person. 

                                      February 5th 5:30 PM in the Town Hall Community Room 

                                      John will chair. 

 

Meeting Adjourned – John gave the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:15 PM and Ward 

seconded the motion. 

 

These minutes approved on February 19, 2018    Submitted by Marion Tinney 
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