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COUNCIL ON AGING MINUTES / April 25, 2016 

 

Jean Andrews, acting chair, began the meeting at 3:02pm 

Present:  Roseanna Iacovelli, Judy Casey, Cathy Spinney, Elva Hughes, Jean Andrews, Jim 

Manning, Ward Tinney and Marion Tinney 

Absent: Eva Grippaldi and Sheryl Robins 

Secretary's report: The minutes of the February 23, 2016, presented by secretary Marion 

Tinney were approved and accepted by all. 

Treasurer's report: Treasurer Jim Manning produced a document for each of our three 

accounts showing our income and expenditures. At this time the state grant account has a 

balance of $4,963.01, the town account has a balance of $2,190.21 and the donation account 

has a balance of $6, 418. This report was approved and accepted by all in attendance. 

Guest speaker: Celeste Harp, program manager for Age Friendly Berkshires, gave a 

presentation about the program which is a partnership between WHO international and AARP. 

She presented a lot of data about how the Berkshire's aging population is increasing. She 

encouraged the COA members to join several groups that are working on different areas to 

head to a more age friendly region. Her office a is located in the Home Instead Senior Care 

building in Pittsfield and she can be reached at 413-442-1404 for more information. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Rotating chair for June and August - There were no volunteers so there will not be a meeting in 

June. 

Super senior luncheon update - Roseanna offered to purchase the flowers and balloons which 

will be used as table decorations then given to the seniors. There will be 4 new super seniors 

who will be given the gift of a special frame. Judy will order cupcakes when we have a final 

count with 2 extras. On May 18, the date of the party, we will meet at 11:00 to set up. Judy also 

agreed to make calls to the super seniors who have not responded to find out if they will be 

attending. 

Bus trip recap - Roseanna said she had about 26 people signed up for the Old Mill Restaurant 

and Tower Hills Gardens trip. If she does not have 40 people signed up by June 1st, the cost of 

the trip, which is now $79 each, will go up. If there are not 40 people by a few days before she 

will cancel the trip. 

The August 21 trip to MacHayden Theater, Sister Act, is sold out. 

There are 16 people signed up for the Mackinac island trip, 9/18 to 9/24, and she needs at least 

30. 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

Blood pressure clinic - Jean suggested having it on Mondays at 10:00 at the old town hall 

because since yoga is getting out then more people may attend. The committee agreed. Jean 

will contact to set it up. 



Flu clinic - Because of a conflict for the nurses, the date of the health fair cannot be on Oct. 3 so 

it will be held on Tuesday, Oct 4. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:25pm. Submitted by Marion Tinney 
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COUNCIL ON AGING MINUTES / June 27, 2016 
 

Jean Andrews, acting chair, began the meeting at 3:05pm. 

Present: Judy Casey, Cathy Spinney, Elva Hughes, Jean Andrews, Jim Manning, Sheryl Robins and 

Marion Tinney 

Absent: Eva Grippald, Ward Tinney, and Roseanna Iacovelli 

 

Secretary's report: The minutes of the April 25, 2016, presented by secretary Marion Tinney, 

were approved and accepted by all. 

Treasurer's report: Treasurer Jim Manning, produced a document for each of our three 

accounts showing our income and expenditures. At this time the state grant account has a 

balance of $4,625.40. The yoga sessions are paid for from this account. The town account has a 

balance of $1104.76. The money to pay for the super senior birthday party, 777.51, came from 

this account. The donation account has a balance of $6, 880. Money collected from yoga is 

deposited in this account. This report was approved and accepted by all in attendance. 

  

OLD BUSINESS 

BP Clinic - Will be held on the third Monday at the old town hall from 9:45 to 10:30. It will no 

longer be held at the new town hall. 

Utilizing COA Funds for Senior Transportation - Jim volunteered to research the cost of the 

operation of a van, paying the drivers, and requirements for drivers. He will report his findings 

at a future meeting. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

"Fear of Falling" - This class will be held at the new town hall on Wednesdays from July 20 to Aug 

24 from 1-2pm. The class must have 8-10 participants to continue. 

Health Fair - Jean said she is getting a good response from vendors to the "save the date" card 

she sent out. In September we need to send out a "save the date" postcard to seniors. The date 

of the fair is October 4. 

Rotating chair for June and August - The next meeting will be on September 12 at 12:30 at the 

town hall and Jean has agreed to be the chair for this meeting. 

Bus trip recap - Since Roseanna was absent the trip update will be given at the next meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:45pm. Submitted by Marion Tinney 
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COUNCIL ON AGING MINUTES / November 7, 2016 

 

Jean Andrews, acting chair, began the meeting at 12:32 pm. 

Present: Judy Casey, Cathy Spinney, Jean Andrews, Jim Manning,  Marion Tinney, Ward Tinney, 

Elva Hughes, Sheryl Robins and Roseanna Iacovelli 

Guests: John Genzabella and Janet Verge 

Absent:   Eva Gripaldi 

 

Secretary's report: The minutes of the Oct 3, 2016 meeting, presented by secretary, Marion 

Tinney, were approved and accepted by all. 

Treasurer's report: Treasurer, Jim Manning, produced a document for each of our three 

accounts showing our income and expenditures. At this time the state grant account has a 

balance of $6,952.13. Expenses for the COA Health Fair totaling $1159.02 were deducted from 

this account. The town account has a balance of $4,050.30. Expenses for the upcoming senior 

Christmas party will be deducted from this account.The donation account has a balance of 

$7,848. This report was approved and accepted by all in attendance. 

  

OLD BUSINESS 

Recap of the Health Fair - Jean presented a sheet which summarized suggestions made by 

some of the vendors and others who attended it. It was suggested that we have more people to 

help set up (6) as the tables are heavy and there is a rush at the beginning to get everything set 

up. Also, we need to have access for handicapped people to get to the flu shot area. The 

reception area needs to be more prominent. All in all it was deemed a successful event with 

about 80 people attending and 50 for flu shots. 

Walk through of the Old Town Hall - Jean shared some incite from an email that Emmett sent 

regarding repurposing the old town hall as a senior center. Emmett suggested visiting two 

other towns, Bernardston and Sturbridge, to see senior centers using repurposed buildings. 

They learned how to make everything work within the existing buildings without substantial 

reconfiguration. The usual issues are not planning for expansion and parking.  As for handicap 

accessibility upstairs, Emmett said the stairs would support a stair chair elevator.  Regarding a 

part time director to oversee programs, we should procure the physical space first which gives 

you the reason to get a director. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

Christmas Senior Dinner - Jim has been in contact with Larry Turner and Ozzie's. The date of 

Friday December 9 has been set for the dinner which will be held at the Fire station from 11:30 

to 2. Ozzie's will serve the same menu (turkey dinner) as last year for the same price which is 

$11pp. Ozzie's will also provide the plates, silverware and napkins. We will provide water, 

coffee, tea and dessert. The COA members along with the town administrator and the police 

chief will help serve. Those who are invited to attend are senior residents of Hinsdale, police 

chief, town administrator, select board and fire chief. Cathy will talk to Dawn about the time 

and how many children will be singing Christmas carols at the event. Elva will purchase 14 or 15 



tablecloths in holiday colors. Cathy's tree and decorations we made last year will be brought to 

the station and decorated before the event. Elva will make jarred snowmen with mints for each 

table which will be given to the person sitting in the designated chair. Marion will make a flier to 

be put around town and she will make an event page on Facebook as well as have the Eagle put 

it in the senior calendar starting next Monday and have it put on the town web site. Marion will 

keep track of who has signed up to attend the event. We should arrive at 10AM the day of the 

event to set up. 

 

Festival of Trees - It was decided by the members to assist with the distribution of cookies and 

hot cocoa at the event. Our tree from the Christmas party will be brought over to the Festival of 

Trees and placed on the first floor. The date of the event was not known at this time. 

 

New members - John Genzabella and Janet Verge attended the meeting to make known their 

wish to join the group. It was voted on to approve of their membership. Jim will give their letters 

of request to the select board Wednesday. 

 

Chair - Cathy agreed to chair the next two meetings which will be March 13 at 12:30pm and 

April 10 at 5:30pm. Preparations for the Christmas party will serve as our December meeting 

and there will not be a meeting in January or February. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:25pm. Submitted by Marion Tinney 
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