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SELECT BOARD MINUTES / April 25, 2018 at 7pm 

Select Board Community Room of Hinsdale Town Hall  

                        39 South St, Hinsdale MA                          posted at 8:45am 5/10/2018 

 

Select Board present – Laurel Scialabba, Harvey Drosehn, 

Select Board absent - Richard Kardasen 

 

Public & Board Members Present –Kathe Warden, Bob Graves, Kirt Mayland, Richard 

Scialabba, Ann Colson, Phil Daignault, Scott Forgey, David Waldron, Dawn Derby, Luke 

Derby, Chris Reino, Ed Rupke, James T Sullivan, Dick Eastland, Michael Puntin, Duane Bruce, 

Shaun Galliher, Barry O’Keefe, John Ryall, Lisa Anderson Kirchner 

 

Laurel Scialabba opened the meeting at 7pm.She announced that Rich was on vacation. She said 

the meeting was being recorded and asked if anyone was recording the meeting, no one was. 

She asked everyone to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Laurel asked if everyone had reviewed the meeting minutes of March 10, 2018, April 11, 2018 & 

April 18, 2018. Harvey made a motion to accept the minutes Laurel seconded the motion, all 

voted aye 

Laurel asked if everyone had read the correspondence & warrants, Harvey made a motion to 

accept the correspondence & warrants, Laurel seconded the motion all voted aye. 

Communications & Reports from Department Heads, Boards, and Chairs 

Bob Graves – Town Administrator – Bob updated on the following projects 

•Lt Gov. Polito would be here at 11:00am on Thursday to talk about cable. 

•Plunkett Lake Gate Valve grant signed and returned 

•Budget & Warrant prep for ATM. 



•Rene Senecal – DPW – To interview and possibly appoint Scott Forgey – Bob said that Rene 

couldn’t be here but introduced Scott Forgey to the Board. Scott lives in Dalton is a graduate of 

St. Joe's and ATS of New Hampshire. He holds a Class A and a Hoisting 2A license. Harvey 

makes a motion to hire Scott Forgey, Laurel seconds the motion, all vote aye. 

Old Business 

Discussion and possible vote of Transfer Station hour changes – Laurel said at the last meeting 

Barry O’Keefe would like to change the Transfer Station hours. Laurel and Harvey reviewed the 

hours and worked it out from Barry’s list of Saturday from 7am-2pm to 9am-3pm, Sunday from 

10am-2pm to 9am-2pm, Tues and Thurs would stay at 2pm-6pm. Harvey makes a motion to 

change the hours, Laurel seconds the motion and all vote aye. 

Continued discussion & possible vote of Junk Vehicle Bylaw changes for Annual Town 

Meeting. Laurel read the proposed Unregistered Vehicles, Boats and Recreational trailers bylaw 

that would be on the warrant that would replace the former Junk Car bylaw#31. One big change 

is that it includes Boats and Recreational trailers. The other change is that the Select Board was 

the enforcer now it will be the Police Dept. and there will be a changes in the law for the day 

charge, Harvey made a motion to accept the new bylaw wording, Laurel seconds the motion and 

all vote aye. Jim Sullivan asks if this gives the Police Dept. the ability to go on property 

unannounced. Laurel says that the Board of Health will make the determination of who is in 

violation and will send the letters out. She said it will be on the Annual Town Meeting warrant 

for everyone to vote on. 

Discussion and possible vote to accept Eversource Pilot agreement – Eversource had submitted 

their agreement for a pilot. It is the same as what had been submitted before by Citizens Energy. 

The Town also received a letter from Eversource that they would agree to all previous 

arrangements made with Citizens Energy. Harvey makes a motion to accept the Pilot Agreement 

from Eversource, Laurel seconds the motion all vote aye. Laurel said this will go on the warrant 

to be voted on.  

New Business 

Road list – discussion – Laurel said that the Road List has been created with the roads, their 

status of town road or private road, how many buildings/houses there are, and what work the 

Town provides. It will be on the Website tomorrow. Harvey makes a motion to accept the new 

street list, Laurel seconds it and all vote aye. 

Gravel Permit Renewals – Kathe said all returned their applications with bonds and fees. Ken 

Boudreau had inspected all except William Tatro and Windsor Land Clearing, he said that all 

could be approved and if any issues they could be revoked. The following were given Earth 

Removal permits for May 1, 2018 thru April 30, 2019 Berkshire Concrete, Dudley Billings, 

David Duquette, Paul Nichols, William Tatro, and Windsor Land Clearing. Harvey made a 

motion to accept all Earth Removal Permits, Laurel seconds the motion and all vote aye. Michael 

Puntin asks about Windsor Land Clearing permit. The original agreement with the ZBA was for 



10 years and this is the last year and would like to know what will happen with the site. Kathe 

offered to contact Ken Boudreau and let him know that information. 

Bid Opening of Vocational Transportation Contract & possible vote to accept. – There was only 

one bid for Vocational Transportation for FY2019 that was Dufour Inc of Hinsdale. They bid 

$179.50 per day to McCann and $191.50 per day for Smith Vocational. Harvey makes a motion 

to accept the bid from Dufour Inc, Laurel seconds the motion and all vote aye. Dick Eastland 

asks about revisiting the rules for vocational education in the future with the new Taconic High 

School opening. Laurel said in the future it can be looked into, there is a concern what courses 

will be offered. 

Any new business to come before the Select Board   

Public Comments – 

•Dick Eastland asks Bob when the valve should be done. Bob said the work should be completed 

by June 8 and the area cleaned up by June 12. 

•Barry O’Keefe came in and Laurel explained the hours that were voted on. Laurel told everyone 

that the compactor was broken. It has been temporarily repaired and needs to be replaced. The 

pad needs to be replaced also. There will be discussion with the Finance committee 

Someone asks when the agenda and warrant will be posted, Bob said it would be posted on the 

website and in places around town on May 8. 

•Kirt Mayland said he didn’t see he was on the agenda for the Solar Array at 420 Old Dalton Rd. 

He thought he was supposed to be. Laurel said she was glad he came, she was going to call him, 

for the town needs the decommissioning bond, certificate of insurance, PILOT agreement. Kirt 

says typically the numbers for the PILOT come from the assessor’s office. Laurel said the 

amount of money per megawatt is pretty standard around $12.00-$13.00. Kirt asks if they have 

to have the PILOT in place or could they get their permit and be taxed as normal assessed rate. 

Laurel explains that it would triple their taxes. Solar panels are taxed as personal property. Kirt 

will submit everything, Laurel said she needs it soon because it wants to get on the ATM 

Warrant. Laurel encourages them to get a PILOT. 

•Lisa Anderson Kirchner 835 Middlefield Rd - has 3 issues she would like to bring up. She owns 

property at 835 Middlefield Road which is off the corner of East Washington Rd. and people 

cross her property and go fishing off the top of 2 box culverts on her property. They litter but is 

more concerned about the safety of fishing off there. She has the area posted no trespassing but 

they get torn down. She also wants to see if she can get an abatement on her water and sewer bill 

of 526 Maple St because there are no water lines or sewer lines in the house. She feels the town 

should hold responsibility because it was vandalized when it owned the property which she 

bought at tax auction. Laurel explains that everyone pays for water and sewer access and is on 

every bill that is sent. Lisa will be happy to pay to get hooked up when the property does have 

water and sewer pipes installed. Laurel says there are rules for water and sewer and they have 

been that way for a long time. Her final issue is that she has been in touch with the 



Massachusetts Historical Committee in Boston, and would like to get her house on the register. 

She was told that the State would like an inventory of all of the historical buildings in Hinsdale. 

She doesn’t want to create a historical district, she would just like to have her house designated. 

Laurel explains that the Hinsdale Historical Committee is on a break and not sure when they will 

be back from their break at this point. Lisa wants to be very clear that she only wants to get her 

house on the list not create a district.   

•John Ryall 650 Robinson Rd - would like a response to his issue of drainage on his property. 

Laurel says they are still trying to work out the problem. When they are done they will let him 

know, John asks if there is a timeline, Laurel said the town is trying to avoid spending a lot of the 

town's money. John just wants an acknowledgement that there is an issue. He asks if the Board 

needs time to evaluate and Laurel says yes. Harvey said he would like to get ahold of Legal to 

see what the town can do and what we can’t. Jim Sullivan said he was at John’s property on 

Saturday and there was a 24” dump culvert that is leaching down under his driveway and down 

the hill. All that needs to put a concrete culvert not a cheap solution but will divert it. John said 

there is a number of sink holes that have appeared in the yard. 

Meeting Adjournment – Harvey makes a motion to adjourn at 8:09pm, Laurel seconds the 

motion, all vote aye.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Katherine Warden 
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