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Hi Everyone:
On Thursday, January 23, 2020, Select Board Chair Vivian Mason and
Highway Superintendent Bud Hall attended the MassWorks Grant award
ceremony, and Hinsdale was awarded $1 Million to restore Old Dalton Road!
Read about that project and more in this edition of the Hinsdale Newsletter.
Best to you all,
Bob

Town Awarded $1Million Mass Works Grant for Old Dalton Road
The Town was notified last November that we had been awarded $1 Million to repair Old
Dalton Road but were asked not to make an announcement of the award until after the
official ceremony that was scheduled for the end of January. So we apologize for not
making a formal announcement sooner but we hope you understand we were following the
direction of the grant-awarding authority.
We have been working with Foresight Land Services of Pittsfield on the culvert that was
causing all the consternation over the past year. Foresight then assisted us with additional
information and cost estimates needed as we prepared our MassWorks grant application
last summer. If you are interested in the specifics of the application, it is available on the
Highway Department's webpage, here.
Immediately after hearing the Town got an award, we updated our proposed timeline and
work schedule. We signed all the proper paperwork, used by the State to finalize the grant
agreement. As soon as we received our approved State Contract, Foresight was allowed
to began preparing tech drawings and bid documents, which take about six weeks to
complete. The next milestone is to have the project out to bid around the first week of
March, with bids due back by the first week of April. The Select Board plans to award the
construction contract in mid-April, and construction shall begin in mid to late May. The
project should be completed by the first week of November.
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Mason and Hall Accept the Mass Works Grant of $1M
(Left to right: State Senator Adam Hinds, Hinsdale DPW Superintendent Bud Hall, Hinsdale Select Board Chair Vivian Mason,
Assistant Secretary of State for Communities and Program Juan Vega, and Mass DOT District 1 Highway Director Francisca
Heming at the Award Ceremony, Thursday, January 23, 2020.)

More Good News
Hinsdale awarded a Community Compact IT Grant of $14,194.00
Last November, the Select Board's Administrative Assistant Lynne Baumgartner and others
wrote and submitted an IT grant application to help pay for a new Canon
Photocopier/Scanner/Document Retrieval system, that will help the Town digitize and
retrieve documents at will. The Town was notified in early January that our grant
application was approved, and the new system will be operational this spring.
This is terrific news for the Town. Once the system is up and running, relevant documents,
i.e., building permits, zoning variances, planning board requests, conservation permits, tax
records, and more, will be retrievable based on a wide variety of words and phrases in
seconds. Staff will be able to find any document needed, reducing the time now required to
hunt through old files to update a record or complete a task.
Kudos to Lynne for seizing the opportunity.

From the Town Clerk's Office
Vote in the March 3rd Presidential Primary
Final Voter registration for the March 3rd Presidential Primary will be held at the Town Hall
/ Town Clerk’s Office, on Wednesday, February 12, 2020. Hours are 2-4 and 7-8 PM
Please Note: This is the last opportunity to register to vote for the March Primary or to
change your party. You may check your registration by calling the Town Clerk’s office at
655-2301. If you leave your name, street address, and phone number, we can call back to
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confirm your status.
Early voting for the March 3rd Presidential Primary will be held at the Hinsdale Town Hall,
Upstairs Conference room on the dates and times that follow:
Monday, February 24th, 10:30 AM- 12:00 PM, and
Tuesday, February 26th, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM

Rabies Clinic a Great Success
On Tuesday, February 4, 2020, Wahconah Veterinary Services in conjunction with the Fire
Department and the Town Clerk's Office hosted a Rabies Clinic from 5 to 6 PM for
residents and their dogs. The Fire Department Hosted the Event and of course, Assistant
Town Clerk Mary Lou Galiher facilitated the event. The cost was $10.00 per beautiful
beast, half of which is being donated to the Hinsdale Public Library. Thanks to all who
participated and a special thanks to Wahconah Veterinary Services for helping make this
possible.
Dog Licenses
Dog Licenses are available in the office:
Mondays from 10:30 til Noon, and
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00
Proof of spaying or neutering and current rabies vaccination status are due before a
license is issued.
Dog License Fees
The Dog License Fees are as follows:
Individual animal, Spayed or
Neutered = $10.00
Individual animal, not spayed or
neutered = $20.00
2 to 8 animal kennel = $50.00
More than 8 animals = $100.00

Late Registration
Dogs need to have a current License by
March 31, 2020.
A $25.00 Late registration fee will be
applied to License requests as of April 1,
2020

Are you interested in helping plan the Memorial Day program?
The Select Board seeks a small group to volunteer to plan a Memorial Day ceremony, as
the former group is no longer available. If you are interested in participating, please email
a note saying just that to select.board@hinsdalema.gov. Thank you.

Important Dates
February 17 -- Presidents Day, Town Hall is Closed
March 3 -- Presidential Primary Election Day
April 20 -- Patriots Day, Town Hall is Closed
May 13 -- Annual Town Meeting
May 16 -- Town Election Day
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May 16

Town Election Day

May 25 -- Memorial Day, Town Hall Closed
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