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SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

September 11, 2019 at 7pm 
 
Community Room - Downstairs                posted 9:55am on 9/27/2019    

  
7:00 PM, Vivian opened meeting, Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Viv asked if anyone else was 

recording, no one was. 

Rich made a motion to approve August 28, 2019 Meeting Minutes as written, Ray seconded, all those in 

favor said Aye.  

Viv made a note that Rich Peters could not be here tonight, but there was nothing to report since the 

school committee has not met since the last SB meeting. One applicant applied for open school committee 

seat to represent town of Hinsdale so far. 

Chief Rathbun mentioned that the new cruiser will arrive beginning of October. Construction will begin 

tomorrow at the Police Station. 

TA Bob Graves talked about the procurement classes that he will be taking the rest of this week. He is 

waiting for a proposal from DEP engineers to approve the preliminary plan for the Transfer Station. Tree 

work bids should be submitted and work started before snow flies. We are acquiring additional property 

on Plunkett Lake Extension from Doug Leab; waiting for paperwork from the attorney. We are pursuing 

estimates of what we will to get from the gravel from lowering the road at Bullard’s Crossing. We 

imagine it is worth over $35,000. We would have to put it out to bid if over $50,000 with an RFP. We are 

trying to get that organized and accomplished before snow flies. Next Spring and Summer we will be 

capping and finishing that project by the end of July 2020. 

Dave Stuart - the beach committee has met and is planning a pavilion and bathroom with changing room. 

Everything will be shut down for the winter. The group is planning a survey to get public input. 

Road discussion on Thursday, October 10 at 6:30 p.m. He is inviting Kathy Stephens, who worked as 

District 1 coordinator and attorney Syd Smithers to come to interpret questions on the state’s road 

policies. people who live in associations have a lot of questions about private vs. public roads. There 

seems to be a lot of tension around that. 

Forum before Select Board Meeting on Wednesday, October 23 regarding the future of the old Town 

Hall/Community Center. 

Chief Rathbun proposed the Select Board appoint Steven Parkington as new part-time police officer. He 

graduated from municipal academy in 2017. His grandparents live in Hinsdale—Marybeth and John 

Kearney on Ridgeview Road. Rich made a motion to appoint Steve Parkington as new police officer, Ray 

seconded, all in favor, said Aye. 

Viv asked for a motion to appoint Jim Fox, as DPW foreman. Ray so moved, Rich seconded, all in favor 

said Aye. 

Viv asked for a motion to appoint Mead, Talerman & Costa as special counsel. Ray so moved, Rich 

seconded, all in favor said Aye. 



Announcement was made that there is Manganese in the Water supply. A letter went out explaining 

infants under a year old should not be consuming the water. We have BPAC which is a water consulting 

firm coming tomorrow to isolate the problem and understand why it is happening and correct it. A pallet 

of water is available at town hall at no cost to those affected by the problem. 

There was a Sheriff’s crew to clean up the town’s roads from waste and debris. Letter will be sent to 

Thomas Bowler with appreciation. 

Plunkett Lake spillway still leaking – the original batter boards were removed and redesigned. Engineers 

said good to go, Dam Safety approved it. We cannot do an appropriate fix until the drawdown on 

November 1. If it doesn’t last one year, then what will the issue be five years? 

Viv attended the MPO Caucus in Dalton last night, there were two people there. John Boyle who has been 

the sub-regional delegate for a long time and was reelected, and Viv is now the Alternate. 

Laura Galliher spoke up regarding a Water & Sewer Commission meeting again at 1 p.m. She is asking if 

they can hold meetings after the next SB meeting. Viv asked her to bear in mind, there is a limit to how 

many hours people can give up during the evening hours for meetings. Mary Rice is asking to be notified 

with a text when there is a meeting scheduled; and for a draft of meeting minutes. Rich provided short 

synopsis; they talked about the manganese, making a pallet of water available for elderly and infants, 

spoke about the status of cleaning out the sewer pumps. Plunkett Lake is done, the next stop will be 

Ashmere. He found 2 or 3 have cracks in them, but are above the water levels, so they will be to be 

watched. Talked about the water abatement, came up with a plan to be written up and presented to SB for 

approval at a Commissioners Meeting. There are 128 late notices that went out, drop from 170. As far as 

the abatements went there were two totaling $21. There are several homes whose bills are based on the 

average of the use for six months, then the three months over the winter months. Water must be left 

running to avoid freezing because it is town’s fault that the pipes are too close to the ground.   

Conservation Commission bid came in to delineating wetland area in DPW yard. We received just one 

bid, from Foresight. Opened the bid up, and hand it over to ConCom Agent Caleb Mitchell for review to 

make sure it meets all the specifications. 

(Viv recused herself.) Joseph McCarthy read aloud “The Ipswich Pharmaceutical Associates is requesting 

that the Hinsdale Select Board add the Reed Farm at 242 Peru Road to be added to the existing host 

agreement. They will be cultivating at the already approved site of Bullard’s Crossing and will utilize 

10,000-20,000 square feet for cultivation and manufacturing. The Peru Road location will accommodate 

the remaining 90,000 square feet of cultivation.” They want to bring the farmhouse up to local code 

requirements. This parcel adds an additional seven acres to the property. Ray made a motion to accept 

adding this parcel to the Host Agreement, Rich seconded on the condition it goes through proper 

inspection by the special permit process, Police Chief, and Planning Board. Both voted aye. 

Ray made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. Rich seconded, all said Aye. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynne Baumgartner 
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