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SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

May 22, 2019 at 7pm 

 
Town Hall-Community Room - Downstairs                posted 3:30pm on 6/14/2019    
  
7pm – Rich opened the meeting. Noted the meeting was being recorded, asked if anyone else was 

recording the meeting. No one was. Asked if everyone could turn off phones. Everyone recited the Pledge 

of Allegiance. Rich then welcomed Ray to the Board and thanked him. 

 

Rich asked for a motion to approve the minutes from May 7 and 8 as written. Viv made the motion, Rich 

seconded; Rich and Viv said Aye. Ray abstained since he was not present for those meetings. 

 

Fire Dept–Larry Turner announced he filed and received a Burning Structural and Training permit. He is 

going to be closing Creamery Road on June 9. He invited other towns for search and rescue, ventilation 

practice. Plans are to shuttle water from East Washington Road. 

 

Water Dept–Larry Turner spoke about the once-a-week water testing after March’s finding of high levels 

of manganese in the water. He hired a diving team to clean the tank. Manganese is heavier than water and 

was built up on bottom of tank, accumulated over years. This occurred because the outgoing suction on 

the water tank started pulling manganese off the bottom of the 3’ extension. Level went down and 

remaining steady at far below what the state requires. 

 

Sewer Dep–Larry Turner spoke about how Prickett Engineering is currently doing smoke testing. He and 

police department have been getting calls. The engineering team has found very little issues with the 

sewer lines. Report will go to DEP. What are the repercussions for residents who bypass the codes? We 

need to go in and find out what is going on within the structures. Sewer Policy states NOT having sump 

pumps connected into the sewer, and we can reiterate the rules. 

 

Town Administrator–Green Communities proposal looks great. Simultaneously working with Earthlink 

and Eversource regarding getting light fixtures and LED bulbs installed. Cost is going to be absorbed by 

the savings over the next two years. Should be virtually no cost for Town Hall.  

 

Animal Control issue with the shelter agreement. Bob asked Elizabeth to pursue another agreement for a 

kennel. So a space could be reserved for our use. We would have to pay for rental if we ever need it. We 

would cover the cost administratively, $100 a month. 

 

Plunkett Lake sale and closing after the first of July. Lawyers are working on that. 

 

After the town meeting, several residents have come forward with ideas to save the town money on the 

capping of the Town Transfer Station, particularly on the materials, Bob brought maps of Bullard’s 

Crossing Road. An idea would be close the road to nowhere, since the bridge is gone. We could dig up 

the gravel from the roadbed, and use sludge from Irving Paper Company. This material can be approved 

by a variance to cover the area. Currently the same engineering company is being used in West 

Stockbridge. Bob is asking permission to setup a proposal and see how we can pursue this possibly by 

negotiating with one or more of the sand pits, to excavate the material, save it for us, in exchange for the 

material that may be left over. Ray asked if it would impact the wetlands, and Viv confirmed it would not. 

Rich made a motion in favor of Bob working up a proposal, Ray seconded it, Vivian abstained. Ray and 

Rich said Aye. 



 

Dick Scialabba received an email from Solar Company located at the old mink farm (318 Maple Street). 

They are requesting a one-year extension on their special permit. Solar by-law is there, they have apparent 

difficulty getting the entire process of selling the energy back to Eversource. We think it is a good thing 

for the town bringing in tax dollars for the town. They will bring their request to the Planning Board and 

then PB will make a recommendation to the Select. 

 

New Business 

Review Election Results, Ray Bolduc has been elected as the new member of Select Board. Since Ray’s 

new appointment, there is a vacancy on the Finance Committee. There was an opening on the Planning 

Board with no candidate; Melissa Knable received several write-in votes and accepted the position. 

 

Reorganization of Select Board–Rich entertained a motion for a chairman, vice chairman, and secretary of 

the board. Rich made a motion to elect Vivian Mason as chairperson as the board, nominated and 

seconded, by Ray & Rich, all in favor: Aye. Vivian made a motion for Rich Kardasen to become Vice-

Chair, Ray seconded, all in favor: Aye. Rich nominated Ray as secretary of the board, Viv seconded, all 

in favor: Aye. (In the absence of recording secretary, Ray would take notes.) 

 

Gravel Permits: Craig Willis DBA NOCO Enterprises LLC was signed off by Rich and Ray, Rich asked 

for a motion to approve, Ray seconded, Viv abstained. 

 

Allen Bird DBA Windsor Land Clearing & Excavating, Inc. needs to appear before Zoning Board. His 

was the only permit that had an End date. Motion to table it, Viv seconded, all in favor, Aye. Lynne to 

follow up with Ken Boudreau after meeting on June 4. 

 

Steve Suriner – Hinsdale Block Dance – one night July 27 Fire Dept. fundraiser would like a one-day 

Liquor permit from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m. The extended hour allows a buffer to have the volunteers share a 

drink. Steve provided proof of insurance, meets all state requirements. Seven volunteers took a TIPS 

course, techniques to deal with over-drinking issues. Guidelines after the fireworks: don’t sell alcohol 

tickets after 10 p.m. After 11 p.m. won’t honor the drink tickets.  Rich commending the fact that they 

have multiple committees working together for this event. Five subcommittee chairmen working 

together.  Pittsfield Community Television will come up and broadcast, not live. One $1 of every 

admission goes to the Jimmy Fund. Ray has to abstain because he is a member of the association. Viv 

made a motion to approve the liquor permit for one evening, Rich seconded the motion. All in favor, Aye. 

 

Any new business not reasonably anticipated before posting agenda – Memorial Day Parade will be at 

11:45 a.m. Big Thank you to Wayne Walton for help with American Flags around town and to the 

Highway and Police for putting them up. Rich thanked members of Finance Committee working 

diligently for the new budget. Food Pantry needs to get out of the church. Please let general public know. 

Perhaps there is location in a neighboring. 

 

SB appointed Linda Smith as an election worker. This was on short notice so it happened by letter 

without a meeting. 

Follow-up conversation with a gentleman from Berkshire Natural Resources Council who was declined a 

one-day permit. He may be back with a different venue. 

 

Rich entered a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:51, so moved, all in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynne Baumgartner 
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