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December 2018 Newsletter
An update on Hinsdale's upcoming events, meetings, and celebrations.

Hi Everyone:
Each year as the holidays approach, I count my blessings and am grateful for
family and friends, both old and new. I also think about those less fortunate
and do something constructive; I purchase some extra items when grocery
shopping to donate to the Food Pantry. I also look through our closets and
donate any clothing still in good condition, especially winter coats, sweaters,
sweatshirts, hats or gloves to clothing drives. Below you will ﬁnd information
on how you may give to these two organizations, but whether it is to these or
some other, in the spirit of the season, do something nice for those in need.
Happy holidays.
Sincerely,
Bob

Recap of the Special Town Meeting
At the Special Town Meeting held on Wednesday, November 28, 2018, in the Town Hall
Community Room, all seven Warrant Articles passed. We had approximately 50 residents
in attendance, so thanks to all who came out to participate. The impetus for this Special
Town Meeting was to vote on the Planning Board's proposed Marijuana Bylaw, which now
replaces the moratorium residents approved a year ago. Hinsdale Bylaw 15 Marijuana
Establishments is outlined in the Special Town Meeting Warrant available (here read
Article 7), on the Town's website.

Festival of Trees
'Tis the Season for the Festival of Trees
December 15th from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
December 16th from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
See poster - click here.
We hope to see you this holiday season.

Annual Cookie Walk
December 22, 2018
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
See poster - click here.

Middle eld Road Update
As reported last month, a drainage culvert on Middlefield Road has been severely
compromised and has become a public safety issue. The culvert is located between Route
8 and Creamery Road (GPS coordinates LAT 42:25:31:41102 and LONG 73:6:6:28808).
While we had hoped to get this lane reopened as soon as possible, the conservation
requirements have complicated the repair. Unfortunately, one lane will remain closed until
repairs can be engineered and completed next spring. Middlefield Road is heavily
traveled by school buses, emergency vehicles, trucks of all sizes and type, and passenger
vehicles. A barrier additional safety signs have been put in place to warn drivers to use
caution when going through this area of the road—thank you for your on-going patience.

Green Communities
You may recall that the Town was recognized as a Green Community a year ago, and with
that designation came $130,000.00 in grant funding to be spent on projects that would
help the Town reduce BTUs. (BTUs = British Thermal Units = a traditional unit of heat = the
amount of heat required to raise the temperature of one pound of water by one degree
Fahrenheit). We are currently looking to replace the heating and air conditioning systems
in the Town Hall with ones that would be more efﬁcient. More on that in the months
ahead.

The Hinsdale Food Pantry
As mentioned above, you may donate to the Hinsdale Food Pantry, located at the First
Congregational Church on Maple Street on Thursday Mornings between 8:00 - 10:00 a.m.
or by calling Debbie (655-8587) or Phil (655-8110) to arrange alternate plans. The Food
Pantry's most recent requests have been for:
Real Mayonaise
100% Juices

Fruit Cocktail
Boxed Pasta

Canned Peaches
Brown Rice

Canned Soups
Granola Bars

Please: No out of date items or "Product of China."
Thank you for your donations, and thanks to all who work to make the Hinsdale Food
Pantry possible.

Annual Coat Drive
Northern Berkshire EMS and the Williamstown COA are accepting new and gently used
winter coats for their Annual Coat Drive. Donations will be accepted between now and
January 31, 2019, so if someone in your home gets a new coat, you may donate their used
one even after the holidays.
Drop off locations:
118 Church Street, Williamstown
30 Water Street, Williamstown
10 Harris Street, North Adams
Thank you, and thanks to the organizers of the Annual Coat Drive.

Mailboxes and Snow Plows
Mailboxes installed in the town right of way are placed at the owner’s risk. Each mailbox
should be sufﬁciently solid to withstand snow-clearing efforts by the town. It must be
installed per U.S. Postal Service regulations. It is the responsibility of the owner of the
mailbox to clear the snow around the mailbox to assure mail delivery by the U.S. Postal
Service.
The town does not replace mailboxes if damaged by snow or ice being discharged by the
snowplow. The town only assumes responsibility if a town plow comes into contact with
the mailbox or post. The town will not be responsible for damage to any mailbox or post if
the front of the box extends past the curb line and /or is within 6 inches from the curb line.
The DPW Supervisor is responsible for managing this policy and may be contacted at
dpw@hinsdalema.gov if you have questions or concerns. The complete policy is found
here on the Town's Website.

Changes in Town Hall
As you may know, our Administrative Assistant Kathe Warden is leaving at the end of the
month to become the Town Administrator in Chester, MA. Kathe has worked in Hinsdale
for three+ years and has become a resource for all who've had the pleasure of working with
her. We are grateful for all her accomplishments and the systems she has improved or put
in place. One of the many that stand out, her work implementing the "pay as you throw"
permit and bag-tag program at the Transfer Station has helped the Town reduced the
amount of Trash dumped cutting our solid waste hauling costs, and at the same time has
helped us increase our recycling that also reduces our costs. Waste hauling and recycling
have gotten more costly in recent times, and Kathe's efforts have been recognized by the
Northern Berkshire Regional Solid Waste District and the State. We will certainly miss her
and wish her great success in Chester.
And, after a thorough search with three strong ﬁnalists, we offered the Administrative
Assistant position to Lynne Baumgartner. Lynne is currently Accountant Charlie Brown's
Assistant and has accepted pending the Select Board's approval on Wednesday, December
12, 2018. Lynne has worked in Town for over a year now and has a wide range of
experience in accounting, auditing, human resource records management, and customer
service. She has as a BA and Masters in Business Administration. She will overlap with
Kathe for two weeks, and because they already know each other, and Kathe offered to be
just a phone call away.

Town Hall will be Closed
The Town Hall is closed on December 25, 2018, and January 1, 2019.

If you have any beautiful photos (the type you'd show your Mom or Gran) that
you'd be willing to have posted in future newsletters, please email them to me
at town.administrator@HinsdaleMA.gov. Names and location information is
also helpful. I'd especially appreciate fall and winter shots, outdoor activities,
families, and community events. Thank you.
Please note: Photos shared immediately become Town Property, and the Newsletter editors have authority over their use in a
future newsletter(s).
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