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SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

August 28, 2019 at 7pm 

 
Town Hall-Community Room - Downstairs                posted 8:55pm on 9/12/2019    
 

Present: Select Board members Vivian Mason, Rich Kardasen, Ray Bolduc; Town Administrator Bob 

Graves; Administrative Assistant Lynne Baumgartner 

7:00 PM, Vivian open meeting, asked if anyone else was recording, and ifplease turn off phones. Pledge 

of Allegiance was recited. 

Ray made a motion to approve August 14, 2019 Meeting Minutes as written, Viv seconded, Rich 

abstained, Viv and Ray in favor, Rich abstained.  

Rich Peters noted the vacancy in the town’s representation in the school committee. Sara Paul took a 

position in the school, and has resigned from the board. Part of Melissa Falkowski’s position is being 

filled by Greg Boino. Now there are two open positions in the CBRSD. The good news is the funding for 

the School Building Committee guidelines were voted on at the lowest total amount as opposed to 

backloading it. So they locked in at $2.4 million annual revenue rate at 3.25% versus 4%. This should 

save at least $7 million off the total anticipated cost, lowering the tax burden on the town citizens to $.90 

per thousand. 

Bob Graves read a thank you note from an Outreach Program representative regarding a successful 

church event that Officers Zipp and Jones participated in. Bob is waiting to hear back from a company in 

Amherst, which is highly recommended, to perform a new feasibility study. Town is looking into 

replacing the water tank, providing instant hot water. Still undecided regarding the copier/scanner 

purchase. Plunkett Beach committee met and decided to meet every 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month 

here at 6:30 p.m. They want to have a bathroom and a pavilion. Today we finalized the new property lines 

around the transfer station. Doug Leab owns land around the transfer station and is donating some land to 

get the project done. He wants to jointly have trees cut on his property and at the transfer station to get a 

better price as a joint effort. The engineers will be going to DEP this week with the proposal. They 

produced an amazing map of 15-20 layers; we will try to post it on our website so that residents can see 

how the process is completed layer by layer. 

Louis Paris – zoning issue; there was some confusion to where the property lines were drawn. He is 

asking the Select Board members to zone his property back to commercial. He was never notified of 

change to residential by the town assessors. Ray made a motion, pending Map 101; lots 5, 5.1 and 6, as 

identified to convert the property back to R4 residential/commercial. Rich asks how far the property goes 

back to. Louis confirms that front of property goes around the building to Walsh Road, Viv seconded, all 

in favor said Aye. Bob to complete a letter outlining the decision. 

Rich made a motion to approve a one-day Alcohol permit for beer & wine for the Fire Department 

employee picnic at Firehouse September 8, 2019, Ray abstained, Vivian seconded, Viv and Rich voted 

Aye, Ray abstained. 

Rich made a motion to appoint Susan Slattery to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (BMPO) which 

is responsible for conducting the federally required metropolitan transportation-planning process that is 



often referred to as the 3C process: continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive. Noted that she will not 

be able to be the Delegate or the Alternate as assigned by the 7-towns because only Select Board 

members can fill those two positions. Ray seconded, all in favor said Aye. 

Vivian made an announcement that the total bill from Mead, Talerman & Costa was for $280 for the 

school decision. The firm is the second municipal law firm in the state; we stumbled on a winner. We 

would like to use them as special counsel for future legal issues. 

Rich made an announcement that Officer Miller was present at the first day of Kittredge School and plans 

to be there every day of the school year, when possible. The DPW crew rebuilt the hill coming down 

Plunkett Reservoir Road, and fixed huge swales on side at the Pittsfield Road end. Question was posed to 

perhaps close the road seasonally. 

Ipswich Pharmaceutical Associates requested an amendment/change to their Host Agreement. Joseph 

McCarthy was not clear on his request to add 7 acres of a parcel of land to his initial business plan, with 

an extension for recreational use planting of marijuana outdoors to Peru Road. The Select Board asked for 

more details. (Chair recused herself and left the room before discussion began.) 

Ray made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m. Rich seconded, all said Aye. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynne Baumgartner 
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