
Public Hearing – April 14, 2021 

7:00 p.m. Town Hall Community Room - Public could attend in person; or via zoom or by 

conference call 

Zoom Call: DR Billings, Owner of Proposed Property applying for Land License  

Ralph Cormier, Hinsdale Fire Chief; John Wood, State Fire Marshall 

Town Residents: Martyn Davis, Shaun Galliher, Scott Rodman, Jim Fox, and Dick Eastland 

At Town Hall: David Saunders, Bob Graves, Dick Scialabba, Ray Bolduc, Vivian Mason, Lynne 

Baumgartner 

Storage facility for Saunders Blasting at 91 Bullards Crossing Road 

 

Dick opened meeting at 7:08 p.m. Asked if questions could be held until the end. Any of the 

prepared questions that were sent in to the Select Board, not answered will be asked later in the 

hearing. 

John Wood, Fire Marshall stated he was Code Compliance Officer and covers all of western 

Massachusetts. I am the designee for the State Fire Marshall. I am here to assist Chief Ralph 

Cormier with this hearing. Pertaining to this hearing, Saunders Drilling and Blasting wants to 

obtain a license to store explosives for a job that he has in Pittsfield. Regarding Saunders Drilling 

and Blasting, I have been with the Marshall’s office for 13 years. Mr. Saunders has a very 

reputable company. I have never had any issues with them, no violations. They are on the up and 

up. Pertaining to his application of submittal, he has met all the requirements for the Town of 

Hinsdale. ATF and myself have thoroughly gone through the packet. We have looked at the 

Google Maps that shows where the magazine will be and he has met all the distance 

requirements under ATF. There should not be any issues with allowing him to store the 

magazines. Once these magazines arrive at this property, the ATF agent and myself come out to 

inspect. We inspect the property to make sure the Table of Distance is met. Saunders Drilling 

and Blasting does meet distance requirements. This property inspection takes a couple of hours, 

my inspection probably takes about an hour to inspect the product. If you have any questions, 

this is all I have. 

Mr. Davis asked John to share the Google maps. But unfortunately, they were submitted to the 

Town via email. Bob went upstairs and sent these to everyone on the call via email. John, can 

you explain to us what the distances expectations are? Do you have reference material there? 

Materials were available on the website under Public Notices. John, said the number was 1,050 

feet for the two magazines, under the ATF requirements, for the Table of Distance for the nearest 

habitable building. Issue for George’s propane storage, what the potential danger if we have 

flammable propane stored there and dynamite and blasting caps?  The two magazines are down 

inside the quarry. If I remember looking at the map, there was plenty of distance away. The 

diagram shows a circle of the table of distance, and George’s propane is outside that circle. 

George’s propane stores two above-ground 250 gallons tanks. John states they definitely meet 



those requirements for those size tanks. Those magazines are not in violation of where the tanks 

are. ATF sent information to Mr. Saunders and to Fire chief pertaining to Google Maps because 

that was question in February or March. That’s what they call propane tank is a “container.” 

Standard tanks are ASME (American Society of Mechanical Engineers) containers, the Town 

has the application. Mr. Saunders is only requesting 10,000 lbs which is acceptable under 

Chapter 148, 13 of the law, two magazines. There is a table of distance in the magazine, he has 

to meet more requirements under ATF than the Fire Marshall’s office. Our office inspects the 

magazine, protected, no vegetation, got the security alarm on it, built properly inside with the 

proper lumber, anything metallic is covered with epoxy.  

Is there a blast radius for this amount? The regulation book is not in front of me. Mr. Saunders 

answered that is the American Table of Distance is based upon that amount of explosives stored 

in a given location. The Table of distance which the Town has a copy of, but categorizes 

explosives, X number of pounds barricaded and unbarricaded, inhabitable and habitable 

structure, or railroad, or highway. So obviously the higher the poundage that greater that distance 

needs to be. At 10,000 pounds, these will be barricaded and will meet ATF requirements of an 

earthen barricade. There are two types of barricades. Earthen barricades and Natural barricades 

can be a hill, anything that restricts or eliminates line of site to the point of the area in question. 

If you have line of sight from the rooftop of the storage magazine to the given building or given 

location question that is considered unbarricaded. If you have a no line of sight, that is 

considered barricaded. So the distance for barricaded is smaller than the distance for 

unbarricaded. This will be barricaded so you need to follow that distance on the Table. The 

distance to the nearest inhabitable structure, railroad, highway is around 850 feet. Dick has the 

table and reads out loud. The Table for a barricaded in inhabited building is 875 feet. For public 

highways, traffic volume of less than 3,000 vehicles per day, 270 feet. For passenger railways, 

public highways with more than 3,000 vehicles per day, 687 feet. At 1,050 feet which we are 

looking at, there is a garage at 1,100 feet at the other gravel pit across the street. The distance of 

the propane tanks is over 1,500 feet. So the barricaded bunker is over double the amount of feet 

away than it is required to be. 

Bob has them open up the Google maps email. Mr. Davis asks they can be 10,000 lbs total. Two 

magazines, as the way ATF regulations are set up, they are counted as two magazines separated 

distances with respect by the Table of Distances. If they are not separated by a certain number of 

feet than the combination of both magazines is considered one amount. We are going to have 

two magazines. The reason why is one is going to be the storage of the detonators, in one 

magazine. You cannot store together with explosives. The weight of the detonators at 8 grams a 

piece. Two magazines lump sum total is 10,000 lbs.  

The containment Type II magazine is made of ¼” steel on the outside, inside lined with 3” 

hardwood, no exposed metal on the inside of the magazine. Quoted vents in the roof, certain 

requirements for the hinges, padlock (covered with 1/4 inch steel box to prevent anyone from 

bolt cutters being used to open).  

John Wood found email, reading ATF regulations to address the storage of propane near 

explosive magazine, Section 555.212 which requires all materials stored at less than 50 feet from 



all magazines. So 1,050 feet would satisfy our magazine separation requirements for the Table of 

Distances. 

Mr. Davis asked about Security. Breaking in? Mr. Saunders answered: will be installing an alarm 

system, that is wireless. It will be setup to go directly to State Police, Hinsdale Police, to two 

people at Saunders Drilling and Blasting. Monitored 24 hours - There is a ¼” steel; lined with 

oak, each has two padlocks lined with steel, very difficult to get into. Massachusetts is one of 

only handful of states that require alarm systems since 1970’s.  

Dick asked how much of the magazines are stored underground versus above ground? The 

answer was totally stored above ground. 

Ralph, Fire Chief, said he has no concerns. He meets all his requirements. I have no worries 

about dynamite storage. Viv asked, now the propane tanks are fine? The dynamite storage is fine, 

if the ATF is fine with it, then he is fine with it.  

How does it change the house valuation in the area? Dick stated, is not sure how that will affect 

it any more than the propane storage already does. Mr. Saunders said he has a storage capacity in 

Berlin, Mass. Our capacity was 15,000 lbs, American Table of Distance. Someone decided to 

build condominiums across the street. Which cut Saunders storage capacity down to 7,000 lbs.  

Basically, what would happen if any changes were made, ATF would conduct another site 

survey, very rarely is there ever a problem State Fire Marshalls conduct inspections annually. 

Bob asked in this situation, a permit like this, if this license stays with the property even if the 

property is sold. Yes, if Mr. Billings sells the property, that land license goes to the new owner. 

The Town would amend the license to the new owner. (i.e., a gas station). Certificate of 

Registration issued by Town clerk if the name/owner changes.  

Dick asked when Mr. Billing decides to sell the land, Town would get notified by the Registry of 

Deeds. Ray Bolduc is asking if this land license lasts forever. It doesn’t expire. The only time it 

would expire is when the land owner is subject to a violation. The Town can revoke that land 

license. The land owner abandoned the property is one example that he has experienced. If there 

are violations in payment of taxes, Fire or Building Code. Licensing board can revoke the 

license.  

Dick asks when and how much – always a certain amount (10,000 lbs storage), only when he has 

a job pending in the area? Magazines remain in active for 14 days, anything can happen at a job 

site for 2 to 4 weeks, we move to empty the magazines. We notify the Town ahead of time when 

we are going to reactivate them. Limit the amount of time of storage, Town needs to be 

informed. Explosives have a shelf life. John Wood, will second that, they will move it and keep 

at their main location. There is a shelf life on explosives. 

License goes to Mr. Billings, is he allowed to rent that bunker to someone else? The License will 

specify a certain amount. So he could deal with someone besides Mr. Saunders, limiting the 

maximum storage quantity.  

 



John Wood said every blasting company has a satellite location. Their main business is Hamden 

County and they have a satellite location. It makes it easier to pick up the product and go right to 

the job. A lot of companies have that type of setup.  

Vivian asks about a time limit on storage restrictions, length of time, 2 weeks to 4 weeks of time 

for storage. Dudley asks for 30 days storage restrictions, would be more reasonable. We have no 

desire to leave explosives inactive for that long of a period of time. Town would be notified 

when they are empty including Hinsdale Police, Fire Chief, Dalton Communications, along with 

the Select Board.  

Mr. Davis thanks the group for all the information. His personal point of view is not to bring 

explosives into the town. A lot of experts on the subject, and he understands the needs for this 

storage. Very grateful for the various aspects of this from the State, and the Town officials. Dick 

thanked him for his input and the questions which brought out a lot of information. A lot of bases 

have been touched, the more involved in the team is the better the team results.  

The 30-day limit is good to know, so there isn’t a constant storage of the dynamite, only when it 

is needed. It makes Dick feel a lot more comfortable about it. Vivian makes a motion to grant a 

land license to Dudley Billings, which a 30-day storage restriction, Dick seconds. All said Aye. 

Congratulations to Dudley Billings and Mr. Saunders. Meeting adjourned at 8:20. We thanked 

everyone involved for their professionalism in getting this resolved. 


