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SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

June 12, 2019 at 7pm 

 
Town Hall-Community Room - Downstairs                 
 

Vivian opened the meeting at 7 p.m. Noted the meeting was being recorded, asked if anyone else 

was recording the meeting, no one was, Asked if everyone could to turn off phones. All stood 

and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Vivian asked for a motion to approve the minutes from May 22; and the Executive Session 

minutes from June 5.  Ray made a motion to approve the previous Meeting Minutes – May 22, & 

Executive Session on June 5, 2019; Rich seconded, all said Aye. 

Vivian noted that Town Administrator was absent and the secretary also absent. 

Vivian read aloud all Appointments for FY2020, Rich made a motion to appoint all; Ray 

seconded, all those in favor, Aye. 

Vivian then read a letter from The Finance Committee noting that there is a vacancy dated June 

7. Vivian then noted it is now posted on the town website. 

Certificate of Adoption – A Resolution Adopting the Hinsdale Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan was 

read aloud by Rich. Culmination of a lot of work, committee came up with a plan, submitted it to 

the State, and then had to revise it. Rich made a motion to adopt, Ray seconded, all said Aye. 

Ben Melle - Thank you to the Select Board for appointing Bud Hall as Highway Superintendent. 

He objects to the negative publicity that Hinsdale put out there fighting the new school.  Clarity 

was made that Hinsdale is not against the new school. Hinsdale is against the school plan that 

just got voted on.  Hinsdale voted that plan down.  

Mike Marcella said Hinsdale would paying for both ends of the fight, paying Hinsdale’s portion 

of the taxes, and the CBRSD’s legal fees as well. 

Melinda Walton said because NOT all the Hinsdale residents came out to vote, Select Board is 

not adequately representing the residents who voted for the new school project. 

Sara Paul said that young families feel very powerless. 

Louis Paris 291 Main Street “unbeknownst to me, they changed” his “property from commercial 

to residential.”  Meeting with zoning board in Assessor’s board. No one had an answer.  Brought 

in an article from Attorney General didn’t send out legal notices, Ray remembers being Chair of 

ZBA, owned for 40 years, used to be commercial, 4 family apartments, Louis feels he shouldn’t 

have to pay for legal costs, to take back what it is his. SB to look into it and get back to Mr. 

Paris. 

Rich Peters (town rep to school committee) spoke about the school committee. They decided to 



use popular vote because of Cummington situation. There was not a channel between school 

committee and all the outlying towns.  Based on population, Dalton would dominate the vote. 

Three towns against the school; three towns for the new school. The burden for Hinsdale is 

pretty minor $1/thousand. He suggests having a really good school will also attract new business 

to the area.  We would get zippo out of spending another $1million on a different feasibility 

study and we would lose the State funding. At first, he was an advocate of re-modeling the 

existing building, but then studied how education is changing. Realizes there are hard feelings 

about the vote, but the vote was closed -  Regardless the majority rules. 

Motion Adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
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