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SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

February 26, 2020 at 7pm 

 
Community Room – Downstairs               posted 11:30pm on 3/13/2020  

Present: Select Board, Town Administrator, Administrative Assistant, CBRSD members Laurie 

Casna, Greg Boino and Rich Peters 

7:00 PM, Vivian opened meeting, asked if anyone was recording besides us, and if everyone 

could turn off their phones, Pledge of Allegiance was recited 

Police Chief Rathbun presented Joshua Bradley for appointment as new part-time officer. Ray 

made a motion to appoint, Rich seconded, all said Aye. 

Ray made a motion to accept the January 22, 2020 minutes as presented, Rich seconded, all said 

Aye. 

Town Administrator said we are busy working on the upcoming FY2021 budget. 

CBRSD Superintendent Laura Casna, J.D., addressed the school budget for the upcoming year; 

Greg Boino passed out handouts. No reductions to student programs, very modest increases in 

salaries. Hinsdale’s impact for new school will be just under $240K. The official budget will be 

presented March 12 for official acceptance. 

Rich Peters spoke about the 7 Town regional meeting and discussed changes to district charter. 

Suggesting we need to write to State Representatives to change the way we are allowed to vote, 

whether it be 16d or 16n. The school committee decides how a vote will be decided on major 

projects. 

Angela Stetson, as Sidewalk committee representative, proposed submitting a town survey to ask 

residents if there was a need to clear town sidewalks and a willingness to pay for it. She will 

meet with Bob Graves on Friday morning to discuss further. 

Viv asks for a motion to appoint James Chivers as special employee. Ray made a motion, Rich 

seconded, all said Aye. Viv asked for a motion to appoint George Sansoucy special employee so 

he can bid on utility assessments. Ray made a motion, Rich seconded, all said Aye. 

Viv asks for a motion to appoint Bill Pike, Dick Scialabba, Ray Bolduc, Jim Chivers and Cathy 

Turner to CERT. Rich makes a motion, Viv seconds the motion, Ray abstains, Rich and Vivian 

say Aye. Viv thanks Ray for his hard work to set up this program for Fire fighters over 70 years 

old to stay involved and able to help the department. 

Vivian opened the one Assessor Services bid, from Regional Resource Group. It will be 

evaluated and after consideration, a recommendation will be made at next SB meeting. The 



Vocational School Transportation and Town Mowing bids (which were included on the agenda) 

are not due until March 25, 2020. 

Bob said he received a quote for services from Foresight Engineering for Plunkett Beach. He 

wants to wait until further plans are made for the beach area, boardwalk and/or fishing pier. 

Vivian read parts of the letter received from Francisca Heming, DOT District Highway Director 

regarding the hole in the Maple Street bridge. She read the bridge has been declared “structurally 

deficient” and it is now on the list for the state to repair in 2025 or 2026. 

Vivian mentioned the sand/salt pile for town residents may be moved next year because the 

DPW trucks cannot get into and out of the yard easily when cars block the driveway. No salt 

from the salt shed is available to residents; they are not allowed into the Town Garage for safety 

reasons. 

Water/Sewer Dept. Update: Viv announced Continuous Leak letters went out so that residents 

are on notice to fix leaks to defray water usage costs. Water Commission sent a letter to apply for 

a change in Distribution Status from D-2 to D-1 (Downgrading would require less stringent 

certification for workers). As a safety precaution, two workers are sent out to respond to all 

sewer calls. 

Vivian announced excise taxes are due March 5, 2020. 

Primary voting will be held at town hall Tuesday, March 3, 2020. 

The date for two town properties will be auctioned off for tax title on April 1, which are 

Lakeview Drive and George Schnopp Rd. Information is posted on the website. 

The Select Board received a letter from Country Estates asking if they could contract the town to 

plow their roads. The answer from DPW was no. The staffing would not support it and there 

might be legal disqualifications. 

Vivian mentioned the town is looking into installing electric car charging station, but process is 

in initial stages. The town does not want to incur any expenses, but feel we must move forward 

into the future with electrical vehicle technology. 

Earlier today, Jonathan Finn discussed Volunteer Firefighter Insurance. Bob will obtain a quote 

to proceed forward with the Gowrie Group who could cover any age limit firefighters and EMTs. 

It was an informative meeting and much was learned about the McNamara Law. 

Bob recommends the Select Board to accept the 5-year cable TV renewal with Charter Spectrum 

at the recommendation of the Cable TV Committee. The contract doesn’t address the channels 

residents receive. We are going to request a Springfield news channel. It is regulated by the state 

of Massachusetts and by the FCC. Ray made a motion, Rich seconded, all in favor said Aye. 

Vivian thanked Dick Eastland for being on the committee, Dick said Bob did all the work. 



Discuss Prorated Transfer Permit for vehicle with less than 6 months left in fiscal year; it was 

decided to keep it the way it is. The cost of garbage disposal and recycling costs are rising, and it 

should remain as is, no discounted rate for anyone. Rich makes a motion that we do not set up a 

prorated fee for transfer permits, Ray seconded, all said Aye. 

Rich made a motion to raise the Conservation legal fees for ads from $70 to $100 to cover the 

costs; and to impose a $50 Request for Determination (RDA) fee; Ray seconded, all said Aye. 

Viv and Bud Hall went to Haydenville, MA, to receive the $1million award. We also received a 

couple of letters complimenting the care of winter roads. We need volunteers to work on the 

Memorial Day parade and ceremony. 

Rich made a motion to adjourn at 8:10 p.m., Ray seconded, all said Aye. 
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