
  

Jennifer Cummings, New Library Director – 

Jim Manning, Chair, Hinsdale Public Library reports that earlier this year Tom Butler, our 

longtime library director, announced his plans to start working towards retirement by stepping 

down as director, but to continue as the Assistant Director, working fewer hours. The library 

trustees started an immediate search for a new director which recently culminated with the hiring 

of Jennifer Cummings who will start as our new director October 1, 2021. Jennifer who lives in 

Becket has several years of library experience working at the Lee Public Library, Berkshire 

Athenaeum and is currently the Assistant Director at the Huntington Public Library.  

Jennifer’s comments, “As a lifelong library user I have done most of my growing up at the public 

library. I've been living in the Berkshires for the last decade and worked in libraries here for 

eight of those years. The experience I've gained during that time has deepened my love of the 

small town library and increased my awareness of all that a library can be for its patrons. My 

goal for the Hinsdale library is to create a cozy inclusive safe space for all ages to explore and 

continue learning. The library can be so much more than just a place to snap up the latest literary 

releases! They can offer story times, promote early literacy with "1,000 Books, Before 

Kindergarten" programs, and exist as a space for teens to just be themselves with discussion 

groups. Adult programming like crafting groups, book clubs, and guest speakers, are all an 

amazing way to connect with others in the community. I can't wait to bring these ideas to the 

Hinsdale Library and gain insight into what the residents of the town would most like to see 

their library become. When I'm not surrounded by books I can be found pottering around my 

garden or taking long walks with my dog through the woods near my home in Becket.” 

The Hinsdale Select Board appointed Jennifer as Library Director on September 8, 2021. The 

trustees are pleased that Jennifer will be our library director and that Tom will continue, with all 

his knowledge, and assist with her orientation to our community and our patrons. I invite you to 

stop by with a hello and welcome to Jen. 



 


