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SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

July 10, 2019 at 7pm 

 
Town Hall-Community Room - Downstairs                posted 8:55am on 7/28/2019    
  
7:00 PM, Vivian open meeting, asked if anyone was recording besides us, and if everyone could turn off 

their phones, Pledge of Allegiance was recited 

Ray made a motion to approve June 26, 2019 Meeting Minutes as written, Rich seconded, all those in 

favor said Aye. 

Shaun Galliher said that the Finance Committee approved the reserve fund transfer to the street light 

account. Also reviewed any carry forward requests. Also voted to appoint Jim Chivers to fill the vacancy 

on the Finance Committee and seeks the Board’s approval.  

Rich Peters spoke about the new school building project, saying perceptions are not accurate and there is 

a lot of miscommunication. He explained why the school building committee was an advocate of the vote 

going to 16N from 16D type of voting. 

Bob Graves spoke about the DEP letter concerning capping the Transfer Station. There is a meeting on 

August 2 to review and complete the project by Fall 2020. We plan to post the procedures and schedule 

online to keep everyone informed. Batter board leaking at Plunkett Lake dam. Temporary fix now, but in 

the fall when lake is drawn down, a more permanent solution with an engineering firm to repair. Working 

with Mass Works on getting grant to repair our roads, deadline is August 9.  

Vivian asked for a motion to appoint Jim Chivers to the Finance Committee, Ray so moved, Rich 

seconded, all said Aye. Viv entertains a motion to appoint Senior Work applicants Bonnie Conner, Lois 

Murray and Sandra Page to the program. Ray so moved, Rich seconded, all in favor, said Aye. Viv noted 

there is an opening for 3 more applicants, noting that a W-2 is issued. Workers will begin in August, 

starting with filing in Conservation and Building Inspectors’ office. 

Plunkett Lake beach purchase agreement signed by Rich and Ray; Vivian needs to sign in front of notary 

later when title search is completed. Announcement was made we are looking for volunteers for Beach 

Committee. Dave Stuart was suggested as Chair since he initiated the project. Vivian thanked him for 

getting the process started by initiating phone call. 

Announcement was made that there is an opening in the Hinsdale TIPS (Transportation Improvement 

Program) representative in association with Berkshire Regional Planning Commission. 

Announcement was made that anybody appointed needs to be sworn in again; Ethics Certification (every 

2 years) on file with the Town Clerk 

Announcement was made that Mead, Talerman & Costa law firm has been hired to pursue school vote 

challenge. 

Several residents from Ashmere Lake inquired as to the herbicide program, stating the lake is more 

congested by weeks than they can remember. Discussed Solitude, the company doing the control, seems 

to be in flux. We will try to get answers or look for another company. 

 



Hourlong discussion between Tom Callahan and Rich Peters of the School Building Committee and the 

group regarding the plans for the new school building, the vote and the challenge to that vote. 

Viv asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 p.m. Rich said Yes, Ray said Yes, Viv said Yes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynne Baumgartner 
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