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SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

August 14, 2019 at 7pm 

 
Town Hall-Community Room - Downstairs                posted 3:55pm on 8/30/2019    
 

Vivian opened the Meeting, and noted that Rich was absent. She asked if anyone was recording this 

meeting besides the Select Board; asked if all phones could be turned off. We all stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

Vivian asked for a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes from July 24, 2019. Ray replied, so moved, 

Vivian seconded, all said Aye. 

Rich Peters, School Committee Representative announced that Melissa Falkowski is leaving CRBSD. 

They are splitting her position back into two: Assistant Superintendent and Business Development 

Manager. Saying it is a big loss, since she kept the budget in order. He also followed up on fundraising 

efforts to thwart the cost of the new school. He was informed if the town had received a donation, the 

state would then reduce their reimbursement amount by that contribution. No win situation. He wanted to 

make a public announcement that he was misquoted in an Eagle article saying there was “unnecessary 

heartache” in the cost of the school. He meant to say the tax burden on the town is unfortunately a 

heartache. Viv thanked his clearing it up. 

Bob Graves, Town Administrator announced he has submitted the MassWorks grant. It is available 

online, and we will find out in late October what funds the town will receive. He stated that the Assessors 

and the Building Inspector will be working more closely to make sure residents are obtaining the proper 

permits. He is concerned for the individuals’ liability and noted their insurance company could negate 

their policy if the permits are not submitted properly. The Green Communities are going to conduct their 

own feasibility study on the HVAC project. The Town paid for an incomplete study which was only for 

six air conditioning units; not building wide cooling and heating system. Figures didn’t line up to qualify 

use of the funds from the Grant. We are working on purchasing a new copier/scanner with optical reader 

to find document easier in PDF files. Bob will be attending procurement classes this fall. There was a 

meeting at the Transfer Station with the DEP Wednesday, August 14. Good news stating the DEP will 

allow the Town to use wood chips from cutting down the trees around the area, and dirt from gravel beds 

to build up impervious soil. 

Esther Baldarini was here to propose the installation of five (5) jointly owned poles along the southwest 

side of Middlefield Road by Eversource and Verizon New England. Questions from town residents were 

asked, discussion followed, and Ray made a motion to accept the proposal as presented, Viv seconded, 

both said Aye. 

Louis Paris came before the board to discuss how his property was zoned residential after years of having 

a business there. He asked how the Assessors switched it from Commercial. Vivian asked Assistant 

Assessor Dave Zagorski to attend meeting to explain, but he was absent. Louis Paris mentioned the town 

also switched Wetherall’s property, across the street, and the Select Board members grandfathered it back 

to Commercial, without having the pay fees to the Zoning Board. Vivian said she would look into it, and 

for Mr. Paris to come back in two weeks. 

 



Ray made a motion to disband the Water & Sewer Committee, Viv seconded, all in favor, Aye. 

Vivian explained that this Committee was formed by Laurel Scialabba as an ad hoc committee in order 

for the Town to avoid paying DEP fines. The Select Board feels the purpose of their mission has been 

completed. Mary Rice wanted it noted that the Committee was formed in July 2015 and the work is far 

from completed. Discussion followed by all committee members opposed. 

Directions on how to submit a request for Public Records Laws and Guidelines is posted on Town 

Website under Policies and Procedures. 

Vote to approve a one-day Alcohol permit for September 8, 2019 – employee picnic at Firehouse was 

postponed because lack of quorum. Ray could not vote because he is a member of Fire Dept. 

Viv asked for a motion to appoint new members to the Plunkett Lake Beach Committee: Sara Paul, 

Joseph Horton, Marlene DeAngelus, James Ouimette. Ray made a motion, Viv seconded, all said Aye. 

Ray made a motion to also appoint Joseph Horton to Conservation Committee. Mr. Horton attended the 

Conservation Committee the night before and met the other members. Ray made a motion to appoint 

Cynthia Grippaldi to Lake Management Committee. Cynthia has been attending the meeting for the last 

couple of months. After reading the newsletter, Susan Slattery volunteered to be the new TIPS 

representative for the town. Ray made a motion to appoint Susan Slattery as Transportation Improvement 

Program for the BRTA. Vivian seconded motion, all said Aye. 

Viv made a motion to adjourn the Meeting at 7:50 p.m.; Ray seconded, all said Aye. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynne Baumgartner 
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